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Dedication

During 2022, the CFOJA documented that 184 women and girls were violently killed, primarily by men. This number brings the total
number of women and girls killed since the establishment of the CFOJA to 850 during the five-year period 2018-2022. This is a minimum
estimate.

This report is dedicated to their memory, to the memory of all women and girls who died due to violence perpetrated against them,
and to the family and friends left behind to both mourn and celebrate their lives.

Every year, beginning on November 25 - the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women - and continuing
throughout the 16 Days of Activism, the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability remembers each woman and
girl who was killed by violence in Canada using #RememberMe. The image below represents all women and girls that we wish to
remember in 2022. Each of them is also listed on our website.

While not all these deaths will fall within the definitional parameters of femicide, or what are seen as sex/gender-related killings, all
their deaths represent a significant loss to society.

We have included a single flame when no photo was available, a silhouette when the woman or girl’s name was not released, or the
‘You Are Not Forgotten’ image for Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls when their names were not released and/or
no photo was available.

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022 Page 4
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Executive Summary

In 2018, the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice
and Accountability (CFOJA) began to document the
killings of women and girls in this country and, so far,
over 850 women and girls have lost their lives, mostly at
the hands of men. Building on a long history of femicide
research in Canada (Crawford & Gartner, 1992; Crawford
etal., 1997), the CFOJA responded to the United Nations’
call to establish femicide watches/observatories to more
comprehensively and accurately document sex/gender-
related killings of women and girls, referred to as
‘femicide’ or ‘feminicide’ (ACUNS, 2017). This is the
CFOJA’s fifth annual #CallltFemicide report.

Launched on Dec. 6, 2017, the CFOJA mandate is to
establish a visible and national focus on femicide in
Canada by:

(1) documenting femicides as they occur in Canada;
and,

(2) monitoring government, legal and social
responses to these killings.

In Sections | and Il, we provide some context for our
research, including an examination of the growing global
movement calling on governments, including our own, to
recognize femicide as a distinct crime. Sections lll and IV
describe patterns in the killings of women and girls, first,
for the most recent year (2022) and, second, for the five-
year period that we have been conducting this research
(2018-2022), identifying any changes over this period.

Below, we provide some highlights for 2022 and the five-
year period, respectively.

A major finding is that the killing of women and girls
involving male accused in Canada increased by 27
percent in 2022 compared to the pre-COVID year, 2019.

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022

Section lll: Patterns in women and girls killed during
2022

e There were 170 cases that resulted in the killings of
184 women and girls. No accused has been identified
for 18 victims. In the remaining 152 cases, there
were 173 accused.

e Where accused have been identified, 82 percent
were male accused, and 18 percent were female
accused. Focusing on the primary accused only, 88
percent were male accused, and 12 percent were
female accused.

e The highest rates of women and girls killed by male
accused were in Nunavut (5.06), Saskatchewan
(2.53), and Manitoba (1.99).

e Women and girls killed in non-urban regions of the
country (42%) were disproportionately at risk
compared to their representation in the population,
whereas those killed in urban centres (58%) were
underrepresented based on their general
population.

e The average age of women and girls killed by a male
accused was 42 years. Various age groups of women
and girls were overrepresented as victims,
underscoring their greater vulnerability to femicide
compared to women and girls in other age groups.
For example, women aged 25 to 34 years comprised
21 percent of victims yet only 14 percent of the
general female population, indicating a greater risk
of femicide.

e The largest proportion of male accused were aged 25
to 35 years (23%), and male accused had an average
age of 37 years.

e While information on race/ethnicity was not
available in many cases, at minimum, about one in
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five female victims killed by male accused was an
Indigenous woman or girl (19%).

e Information continues to emerge for the victim-
accused relationships as investigations progress. The
relationship shared between primary victims and
accused was reported publicly for 60 percent of
cases. Of these, 62 percent involved male accused
who were a current or former male partner and
almost one-quarter (24%) involved male accused
who were family members.

Information on other victim, accused, and incident
characteristics are provided in the body of the report as
well as more focused information on the three subtypes
of femicide — intimate partner femicide, familial
femicide, and non-intimate femicide.

Section IV: Patterns in women and girls killed over five
years, 2018-2022

e There were 786 cases that resulted in the killings of
850 women and girls. No accused has been identified
for 71 victims. In the remaining 715 cases, there are
840 accused.

e The number of women and girls killed each year
ranged from a low of 148 victims in 2019 to a high of
184 victims in 2022.

e Where accused have been identified, 83 percent
were male accused, and 17 percent were female
accused. Focusing on the primary accused only, 88
percent were male accused, and 12 percent were
female accused.

e The highest rates of women and girls killed by male
accused were in Nunavut (9.10), the Northwest
Territories (2.72), the Yukon (1.85), Saskatchewan
(1.58) and Manitoba (1.40).

e Women and girls killed in non-urban regions of the
country (45%) were disproportionately at risk
compared to their representation in the population,
whereas those killed in urban centres (55%) were

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022

underrepresented based on their representation in
the general population.

e The average age of women and girls killed by a male
accused was 42 years. Various age groups of women
and girls were overrepresented as victims,
underscoring their greater vulnerability to femicide
than women and girls in other age groups. In each of
the five years, women aged 24 to 34 years comprised
the largest or second largest group of femicide
victims and were overrepresented compared to their
representation in the general population. Women
aged 35 to 44 were also overrepresented as victims
from 2019 to 2022.

e The largest proportions of male accused were aged
25 to 35 years (26%) and 35 to 44 years (23%). The
male accused had an average age of 38 years.

e While information on race/ethnicity was not
available in many cases, at minimum, about one in
five women and girls killed by male accused were
Indigenous. Over one-quarter of victims with
information available on race/ethnicity belonged to
a racialized minority group (28%).

e Information continues to emerge for victim-accused
relationships, particularly for recent cases. The
relationship shared between primary victims and
accused was reported in public documents for 73
percent of cases. Of these, over one-half involved
male accused who were current or former intimate
partners (57%) and 22 percent involved male
accused who were family members.

Like Section Ill, Section IV provides detailed information
on other victim, accused and incident characteristics as
well as more focused information on the three subtypes
of femicide — intimate partner femicide, familial
femicide, and non-intimate femicide.

In Section V, we continue to provide evidence of the
need for a sex/gender-specific term to capture the killing
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of women and girls in Canada. Drawing from 2018 data
for which information is most complete, we use the
recently released Statistical framework for measuring
the gender-related killing of women and girls (also
referred to as “femicide/feminicide”) (UNODC & UN
Women, 2022) to examine the presence of sex/gender-
related motives and indicators (SGRMIs) in the killings of
women and girls in Canada.

Briefly, at least one SGRMI was present for over three-
quarters of victims (76%). When focusing only on women
and girls killed by male accused, 84 percent involved at
least one SGRMI, such as the killings being perpetrated
by current or former intimate partners (48% of victims),
a previous record of harassment/violence (23%), the use
of force and/or mutilation during the killing (18%), the
disposal of the victim’s body in a public space (18%), and
evidence of a hate crime motivated by bias against
women (10%).

We provide illustrative case examples for the 10
sex/gender-related motives or indicators to increase
public education and awareness about how these
contexts or circumstances are indicative of femicide.

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022

Section VI briefly discusses intricately linked research
priorities and data challenges, underscoring various
groups or types of femicide that have received too little
attention. The groups include Indigenous, Black and
other racialized women and girls, older women,
adolescent victims, the LGBTQ2S+ community, and
women and girls living with disabilities. We also discuss
secondary or collateral victims as well as living victims of
femicide, mothers killed by their sons, alleged mercy
killings, women and girls killed in non-urban regions,
firearms-involved femicide, and sexual femicide.

In doing so, we introduce our #MakingHerVisible
campaign, which will run through 2023. Overall, the key
message is that we need to ‘make visible the invisible
victims’ who continue to be largely ignored, but we
cannot do that without quality, accessible data collected
with a focus on prevention.

Finally, Section VIl remembers the women and girls killed
by violence in Canada in 2022, whose deaths are the
most recent evidence of our inability to effectively
respond to violence in our society, but for whom we all
continue to strive for change.
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Section I:
Introduction

It has been five years since the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability (CFOJA) began to document the killings
of women and girls across this country. During this time, at least 850 women and girls have lost their lives in Canada.

That means, at least, one woman or girl is killed by violence every two days.
One woman or girl is killed every 48 hours.
Where information is known, men are the majority of those accused.

We say ‘at least’ because not all accused are brought to justice. For many women and girls, no accused has yet to be identified and,
for some, never will be. For other women and girls, their deaths — although likely a homicide — may never be officially designated as
such and, for others, their whereabouts remain unknown — the disappeared — for whom a proportion are likely victims of femicide.

Their killers walk free and, therefore, these victims cannot and may never be counted.

The CFOJA was launched on December 6, 2017, Canada’s National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women, to
bring a visible and national focus to femicide —the killings of women and girls because of their sex or gender. Daily, we work to increase
public and professional education and awareness about what this means by underscoring the circumstances and contexts that are
indicative of femicide — what Dawson and Carrigan (2021) refer to as sex/gender-related motives and indicators (SGRMIs). It is not
always possible to know if a woman or a girl was targeted because of their sex or gender, however. In many cases, we may never know
because of the paucity of data, or lack of quality data, collected. This situation also precludes effective prevention.

Despite this, as part of our education and awareness efforts, we continue to monitor the killings of women and girls and to
differentiate, where possible, those killings which do involve SGRMIs. To do so is crucial because official narratives about the killings
of women and girls — whether it was one woman or multiple women, or a femicidal context that resulted in the deaths of women,
men, and/or children — may obscure that these killings were femicides or were the result of femicidal motivations. Femicides often
result in the deaths of multiple victims, and frequently children, in addition to the women who are most often the male perpetrators’
primary targets. Ignoring the link between these killings and SGRMIs precludes the development of appropriate and effective
prevention initiatives that can reduce male violence against women and girls and violence overall.

That is why the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women has been calling on all countries to establish femicide
observatories since 2015; in part, to increase education and awareness, often through these types of discussions, but also to encourage
the collection of data that can better inform violence prevention (ACUNS, 2017). And, at no time, has such a focus been more crucial
because the COVID-19 pandemic continues to have devastating impacts worldwide, especially for women and girls.

During this period, a common question has been whether the killings of women and girls increased. At first, this was a difficult question
to answer as homicide numbers fluctuate annually. But we are now three years beyond the beginning of the pandemic, so it is possible
to say, yes, there have been increases in the killings of women and girls in Canada as discussed in more detail in Sections Ill and IV.

In fact, the number of women and girls killed involving male accused in 2022 represents a 27 percent increase compared to those
numbers in 2019, pre-COVID. And we’re still counting.

Perhaps what we should be asking, however, is not whether the deaths of women and girls have increased. Instead, aiming higher, we
should ask whether the quality of women’s and girls’ lives improved or regressed in Canada during this period. Lethal violence against
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women and girls — or femicide — is just one measure of the functioning of society and rarer in its occurrence than other types of male
violence and abuse perpetrated against women and girls. What this increase in femicide likely means, though, is that women’s and
girls’ lives have regressed, and significantly so, since the pandemic, in a variety of ways that have been well documented globally. In
addition to violence, these impacts include an increased burden of care related to children, the elderly and the sick, as well as
occupational and economic losses leading to greater numbers living in poverty and an increased reliance on men and patriarchal
institutions (United Nations, 2020). Arguably, before that, though, there was little change in women’s and girls’ experiences of male
violence, so the pandemic simply exacerbated an already-bleak situation.

It is easy to get discouraged given this ongoing situation; however, we have also seen some progress, including the increasing
momentum of the global movement demanding that governments identify femicide (or feminicide, depending on the country) as a
distinct crime. We have also witnessed new developments in the conceptualization and measurement of femicide to more accurately
document its occurrence, and to increase the visibility of some groups of women and girls whose lives and deaths have previously
been invisible and, worse, discounted.

In Canada, we have also experienced some (limited) progress in recognizing femicide as a serious social issue and in efforts to increase
public awareness and education. For example, in a handful of situations, some of our federal leaders have used the word ‘femicide’ in
various contexts. We have also noted that some police jurisdictions and some media have occasionally used femicide to refer to the
killing of a woman or girl. This encourages us while, simultaneously, makes us anxious.

It is important to understand why and when the term ‘femicide’ should be used and to see this done consistently across the country.
It cannot simply be the newest buzzword.

As will be discussed in Section I, the international community has encouraged governments to adopt specific mechanisms to prevent,
investigate, and eliminate femicide, including ending impunity and ensuring the punishment of perpetrators. One mechanism is the
Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against Women (Belém do Pard Convention) which is one of
the first such international treaties. However, Canada has yet to sign this treaty despite a commitment to do so in 2018 by our current
government. This means Canada remains one of only three countries out of 35 who have yet to fully express their international
commitment to preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women and girls.

Therefore, while some of our leaders have used the word ‘femicide’, it remains a buzzword that is seemingly used for political cache
if a real commitment to officially recognizing femicide as a distinct crime remains absent.

Furthermore, the leaders of all nations across the world committed to significantly reducing homicides and other violence, including
violence against women and girls, by 2030. These are clear and measurable goals in the Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted
at the United Nations in 2015. The indicators and targets for reducing homicide (including femicide) are in SDG 16.1, violence against
women and girls (also including femicide) in SDG 5.2, and violence against children (also including, and with links to, femicide) in SDG
16.2 (UN Statistics, 2021; Waller, 2019).

What real and sustained efforts have been put forth to address the above in Canada?

While we wait for these answers, to help increase knowledge about what femicide means and why it is important to #CallltFemicide,
the CFOJA launched a campaign during the 2022 16 Days of Activism called #Femicidels. Each of the 16 images — one featured daily
during the 16 days — captures circumstances or contexts indicative of femicide and its SGRMIs. We have included these images
throughout this report and encourage our audience to use them freely in their work to help disseminate this knowledge. These images
draw from well-documented findings about femicide as well as the UN statistical framework to measure femicide discussed in Section
V. Share them with federal, provincial/territorial, and/or other leaders in your communities. They, too, need to be informed.
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Structure of the report

Our inaugural #CallltFemicide report discussed the evolution of the term femicide internationally and in the Canadian context (Dawson
et al. 2019). Despite being introduced by the late Professor Diana E.H. Russell in 1975, the term remained a relatively new concept
with limited visibility and recognition, especially in Canada and the United States, but this has begun to change in recent years. As we
discuss in Section Il, this has led to various organizations and individuals calling on the Government of Canada to develop legislation
specific to femicide or to include femicide as a criminal code offence. We discuss this growing global movement to have states
recognize femicide as a distinct crime, outlining some of the benefits of doing so, how it has been done, why now, and how Canada
can lead the way, building on the foundation provided by other countries.

In Section Ill, as we have done in previous years, we describe the most recent patterns in the killing of all women and girls by violence
in Canada in 2022. This includes temporal and geographic distributions, sex of the accused, victim-accused relationships, and methods
of killing. Details on CFOJA methods and data sources have been discussed in previous reports and are accessible at
https://femicideincanada.ca/cfoja_reports. Focusing in more detail on cases involving male accused, we examine victim, accused, and
incident characteristics for the total sample of

male accused, followed by the three main

subtypes of femicide: intimate partner femicide,

familial femicide, and non-intimate femicide

(i.e., those that occur between friends,

acquaintances, strangers, and other non-

intimate relationships).

In Section IV, we focus on a five-year period

(2018-2022), each of the years we have been

collecting national data, noting where possible

any changes in patterns over time. Here, we

again focus on the total number of female

deaths, followed by victims whose cases involve

male accused and, finally, on the three femicide

subtypes. While there has been some variation

in patterns in the past five years, it will become clear that those groups of women and girls disproportionately impacted by femicide
have changed little during this period.

In Section V, we build on previous CFOJA reports by continuing to increase education and awareness about SGRMIs, illustrating further
what is meant by ‘women/girls killed because they were women/girls’ — because of their sex or gender. To do so, we describe various
SGRMIs evident in the 2018 cases, drawing from the recent statistical framework released by the United Nations. This also builds upon
the information provided in our #Femicidels social media campaign discussed above.

Drawing from our experiences over the past five years, Sections VI discusses research priorities and data challenges because these
two topics are intricately linked. Some topics overlap with previous reports because, as will be demonstrated in earlier sections, little
has changed for those women and girls at increased risk of being killed by men. We briefly highlight some of these groups, or types of
femicide, as an introduction to more in-depth research briefs which are currently being prepared for release throughout 2023. The
goal of this section is to make more visible those victims of femicide who remain most invisible and to identify how we can better
document femicide so that our research and advocacy efforts inform prevention. The research briefs will be part of CFOJA’s
#MakingHerVisible campaign throughout 2023.
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Finally, Section VII remembers all women and girls killed by violence in Canada in 2022. On page 4, we continue to dedicate this report
to these women and girls and the thousands who have been killed before them in our country. Section VI lists each of their names
which we were able to gather with the hope that readers will, by now, have a better understanding of their lives and deaths. For some
of the 2022 victims listed, it was not possible to remember them by name because they have not been identified and/or their names
have not been released to the media. We contend that the way these women and girls are silenced in death as they likely were in life
renders them permanently invisible. Whether official decisions to do so or those of the family members left behind, we hope that
fewer women and girls are silenced in this way going forward.

In addition to remembering women and girls killed in this section, we include quotes from those impacted by their deaths throughout
the report. All quotes have been taken from media reports, and names and identifiers have been removed. Their words describe and
reflect the losses experienced by those close to them, the ongoing impacts of their deaths on those left behind, as well as the lost
potential to their communities and to society. It is our hope that their words will also help to celebrate their lives.

About the cover

As we have discussed over the years and in this report, not all killings of women and girls will fall within the parameters of femicide;
however, all women and girls deserve to be remembered. Therefore, to mark five years of our research and education efforts, the
cover page of our report remembers 611 of the over 850 women and girls we have lost during this period. We hope that the impact
of seeing 100s of faces of women and girls drives home the losses experienced by those close to them, by the communities in which
they lived, and for Canadian society. We also wish to remember the 239 women and girls for whom we were never able to find an
image to celebrate their life or even, in some cases, a name to remember them by.
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Section Il
Considering femicide as a distinct crime in Canada

The Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability has been asking the Canadian public, and especially our leaders, to
#CallltFemicide since 2018. Aligning with a growing global human rights movement (Dawson & Mobayed, 2023; Laurent et al., 2013),
several organizations and individuals in Canada are now also calling upon the Government of Canada and other leaders to recognize
femicide as a distinct crime. One of the first organizations to do so was the London Police Services Board of Ontario?, followed by a
recommendation arising from the Office of the Chief Coroner of Ontario’s Inquest into the circumstances surrounding the deaths of
Valerie Warmerdam, Carol Culleton, and Anastasia Kuzyk.2 Since then, multiple organizations and individuals have publicly supported
this move with similar calls being issued around the world.

At its most basic level, this would mean officially recognizing those killings in which women and girls were killed because of their sex
or gender as femicide (or feminicide, depending on world region).3 More specifically, it would draw upon the voluminous body of
research that has occurred over past decades in Canada and globally to identify sex- or gender-related motives and indicators that
clearly underscore and illustrate the distinct nature of femicide and how it differs from other types of homicide (Dawson & Carrigan,
2021; UNODC, 2022).

Table 2.1: Summary of type and year of femicide or feminicide legislation by country

Country | Year | Law | Legislation | Term used
Argentina 2012 Law 26791 "Femicide" Penal Code Modifications No Femicide
Belgium 2022 A framework law that defines femicide, distinguishes several forms of feminicide In progress -
(intimate, non-intimate, and indirect) and allows for collection of statistical data.

Bolivia 2013 Law 348 Comprehensive Law to Guarantee to Women A Life Free of Violence Yes Feminicide

Brazil 2015 Law 13.104 Penal Code to provide for femicide as a qualifying circumstance for the No Feminicide
crime of homicide

Chile 2010 Law No. 20,480 Modifies Criminal Code and Act 20.066, Establishing "Femicide" No Femicide

Colombia 2008/2015  Criminal Code Reform/ Rosa Elvira Cely Law No Feminicide

Costa Rica 2007 Law No. 8589 Penalization of Violence Against Women No Femicide

Dominican Republic 2014 Law No. 550-14 that establishes the Criminal Code of the Dominican Republic. No Feminicide

Ecuador 2014 Organic Integral Penal Code No Femicide

El Salvador 2010 Special Comprehensive Law for a Life Free from Violence for Women Yes Feminicide

Guatemala 2008 Law Against Femicide and Other Forms of Violence Against Women Yes Femicide

Honduras 2013 Criminal Code Reform Decree 23-2013 No Femicide

Malta 2022 Femicide as an aggravating offence to homicide Yes Femicide

Mexico 2012 Criminal Code Reform General Law of Access Of Women To A Life Free Of Violence Yes Feminicide

Nicaragua 2012 Law 779 Integral Law Against Violence Towards Women and Reforms to Law No. Yes Femicide
641, "Penal Code"

Panama 2013 Adopting measures to prevent violence against women and reform the Criminal Yes Femicide
Code to criminalize femicide and punish acts of violence against women

Paraguay 2016 Art. 50 of the Law No. 5777 “Of integral protection of women, against all forms of Yes Feminicide
violence”

Peru 2013 No. 29819 Law That Modifies Article 107 of the Criminal Code, Incorporating Yes Feminicide
Feminicide

Uruguay 2017 No. 19538 Law That Modifies Article 312 of the Criminal Code No Femicide

Venezuela 2007/2014  Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free from Violence Yes Femicide

1 See: ‘This is a crisis’: Ontario police board wants femicide added to Criminal Code’.
2See: 'l want change,' daughter says after jury shares recommendations at Ontario inquest’.
3 See: World Health Organization.
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Leading the way, and listed in Table 2.1, 20 countries have already identified femicide or feminicide as a violent crisis against women
and girls passing specific legislation or approving reforms to their criminal codes. This official recognition of the killing of a woman or
girl because she is a woman or girl in these countries has helped to raise public and professional awareness about these killings, and
male violence against women and girls more generally. In turn, over time, this move can contribute to the prevention of future
femicides by informing the development of more effective responses to male violence against women and girls (Organization of
American States, 2018).

The urgency of doing so stems from the recognition that efforts targeting male violence against women and girls have fallen far short
of their mark in past decades, a problem recognized annually by the United Nations Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres, and most
recently, in November 2022.4 This lack of progress has been exacerbated by COVID-19 which has had a pronounced impact on the
lives of women and girls (United Nations, 2020) and, specifically, on levels of male violence against women and girls globally (UN
Women, 2021).

Why it is important to recognize femicide as a distinct crime?

1) Symbolic impact on professional and public education and awareness

From a social, political, and legal standpoint, recognizing femicide as a distinct crime would increase public and professional
recognition that the killing of a woman or girl is often a clear expression of sex- or gender-motivated violence (Sarmiento et al., 2014).
Historically, and still today, these killings occur within a societal hierarchy that renders female deaths as largely invisible, and more
concerning, as normalized violence that cannot be prevented, particularly if they are killed by a male partner or family member.
Therefore, as an important first step, recognizing femicide would legitimize it as worthy of attention and raise its visibility, including
its distinct characteristics when compared to the killings of men, a situation of which most remain unaware (Weil, 2015).

As a sub-category of homicide, which is a gender-neutral term, the reality of femicide, its root causes (e.g., sex/gender-based
systematic inequality, discrimination, and oppression), and its link to non-lethal forms of male violence suffered by women and girls,
remains hidden to most individuals and to society at large. Professional and public education and awareness, which underpins effective
violence prevention initiatives, necessitates the conceptualization and understanding of sex- and gender-based violence as the result
of ongoing, unequal power relationships between women and men (Sarmiento et al., 2014). This means making more visible the
historical and contemporary inequitable power dynamics rooted in the legacy, and ongoing impacts, of patriarchal notions of women
as ‘property’ or ‘objects’ of individual men and/or patriarchal institutions. Furthermore, recognizing femicide as a distinct crime will
contribute to the de-normalization of male violence against women and girls, including their killings, too often framed as a private

4See: Consign violence against women and girls, ‘to the history books’: UN chief.
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issue rather than public violence that has widespread, negative consequences and is a matter of global public health concern (Alvazzi
del Frate & Nowak, 2013).°

2) Collecting data with femicide prevention as the goal

Recognizing femicide as a distinct crime with specific sex- and gender-related characteristics will allow for the collection of data that
can contribute to its prevention. Data on femicide, the killing of women and girls because of their sex or gender, remain difficult to
access and collect, particularly for some groups of women and girls (Cullen et al., 2021; Walby et al., 2017; Walklate et al, 2019). As
underscored repeatedly by the work of the CFOJA and others globally, these data gaps continue to put the lives of women and girls at
risk, underscoring the urgent need to emphasize prevention as the priority for data collection, rather than simply fulfilling the
administrative needs of governments.

For example, over time and across the world, female victims are most often killed by men they know — their male partners and family
members. This is not true for male victims, who are more often killed by acquaintances and strangers, but also primarily by men
(UNODC, 2022). Despite this well-documented fact, there are only a few variables in Statistic Canada’s Homicide Survey that capture
the crucial information on risk factors for femicide such as prior violence, prior police contacts, role of separation, custody/access
disputes, criminal harassment, sexual violence, and excessive violence (Dawson and Carrigan, 2021).° Given the persistent gaps in data
— especially around the killings of Indigenous, Black, racialized minority, poor and/or immigrant/refugee women and girls — we also
need to begin to ask why data that are vitally important to the prevention of femicide and all forms of male violence against women
and girls are not systematically and routinely collected now.

One key contributor is the historical and ongoing effects of sexist and racist social structures, including historical and contemporary
decision-makers, for whom the collection of these data were and are not seen as a priority. Recognizing femicide as a distinct crime,
and requiring more nuanced and focused data collection, would challenge entrenched hierarchies of “worthy subjects,” which often
leaves the victimization of women and girls invisible and outside the boundaries of those who deserve attention. In addition, the
paucity of data that captures the combined social identities of women and girls, specifically those considered on the margins, makes
their worthiness even more invisible, and their lives — and deaths — discounted (Cullen et al., 2021).

Simply put, current data collection efforts do not capture crucial information about the killings of women and girls. In part, this is due
to the emphasis on, and use of, administrative data collection instruments derived largely from the historical and dominant focus on
male-on-male homicide. Furthermore, albeit limited, these data are largely inaccessible to those who could use it effectively, so they
remain significantly underused even if limited in scope. The CFOJA has argued that we need to refocus data collection efforts on
producing accessible prevention data that can effectively and accurately inform more nuanced responses to male violence against
women and girls, specifically those at highest risk. In doing so, femicide must be recognized as a specific problem which requires
specific data and research before appropriate solutions can be developed.

Recently, the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC), with the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and
Empowerment of Women (UN Women) and expert consultations, developed a statistical framework for measuring gender-related
killings of women and girls (femicide/feminicide) (UNODC, 2022). The framework comprises a starting point of 10 characteristics or
contexts that can be used to capture the modus operandi or circumstances indicative of femicide. This framework will be discussed in

5> See also: ‘Home is the most dangerous place for women,” but private and public violence are connected.
6 For more detail, see: Data is a defence against femicide.
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more detail in Section V of this report where we examine the presence of these 10 variables in the killings of women and girls in
Canada in 2018, the year for which data collection is most complete.”

3) Addressing impunity, including the impact of the ‘intimacy discount’

It has been well-documented that there is limited access to justice for women and girls and one key contributor is sex or gender
stereotypes and biases which remain firmly entrenched in legal processes, as well as in the attitudes and beliefs of institutional
personnel, including police, prosecutors, and judges. More specifically, access to justice (or lack thereof) for these victims is often
determined by unsubstantiated stereotypes or beliefs about women’s inferiority, perceptions of women’s appropriate sexual conduct,
assumptions based on the relationships between victims and their killers, and/or by whom or where they were killed (for full discussion
of such stereotypes, see Dawson, 2006; Flood and Pease, 2009).

With respect to intimate partner relationships, for example, the ‘crime of passion’ stereotype continues to result in the downgrading
of offences from murder to manslaughter® — referred to as the ‘intimacy discount’ (Dawson, 2016; Grosso et al., 2010) or ‘domestic
discount’ (Rapaport 1991, 1994). This and other dominant stereotypes reinforce notions that male violence against women and girls
is normal, accepted, inevitable, and/or less serious in some contexts. In addition, some women and girls such as those who are
Indigenous, racialized minorities, and/or poor, for example, have even less access to justice as do victims who live in some regions of
our country (i.e., rural, northern) where access to services — and justice — are limited or absent.

Recognizing femicide as a distinct crime can help to strengthen the human rights and freedoms of women and girls and make access
to justice more equitable for all women and girls. To effectively do so, such legislation must also recognize and consider the intersecting
forms of oppressions and discriminations that exacerbate the already-negative aspects of women’s and girls’ lives. This means that
the legal investigation into their deaths must be conducted with an intersectional and differentiated perspective (OAS, 2018;
Sarmiento et al., 2014). In doing so, legal personnel must acknowledge and respond appropriately to the various ways that sex and
gender intersects with other identities or factors that compounds one’s experiences and impacts of violence.

How might femicide be officially recognized as a distinct crime?

Various countries, especially in Latin America, have already recognized femicide (or feminicide) as a distinct crime as discussed above
by amending their criminal codes or implementing special legislation to respond to femicide and its prevention. Most recently, in 2022,
Malta and Belgium recognized femicide as a distinct crime.® These efforts, and work by the United Nations'°, have led to the increased
use and understanding of femicide in the public realm.

Two key documents which address in detail the investigation, prevention, punishment and eradication of femicide are the Latin
American Model Protocol for the investigation of gender-related killings of women (femicide/feminicide) (Sarmiento et al., 2014) and

7 The CFOJA relies on media and court documents and, given the amount of time it takes for cases to be processed through the criminal justice system, court documents
are often not available until several years after the homicide.

8 For example, see Department of Justice Canada reports: Report on Sentencing for Manslaughter in Cases Involving Intimate Relationships and Criminal Justice
Outcomes in Intimate and Non-intimate Partner Homicide Cases.

° For Malta, see ‘Femicide bill unanimously approved, clears all Parliament hurdles’. For Belgium, see Belgium to legislate against femicide.

10 For more detail on global initiatives, see Femicide Watch Initiative established by United Nations and the United Nations Human Rights Office of the High
Commissioner and the Femicide Watch Platform, established by the United Nations Studies Association.
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the Inter-American Model Law on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of the Gender-Related Killing of Women and Girls
(Femicide/Feminicide)(Organization of American States, 2018). Along with country-specific legislation, also identified in these reports,
the above protocol and model identify some of the contexts and circumstances in which femicide occurs. This information can be used

as a solid foundation upon which femicide can be considered a distinct crime in the Canadian context (see Table 2.2).

Table 2.2: Summary of femicide and feminicide legislation in Latin America by country

Dominican Republic

Country Characteristics of femicide and feminicide

Argentina (1) Family/current/former spouse; (2) Pleasure/greed/hate based on race, religion, gender or sexual orientation; (3)
Male perpetrator

Bolivia (1) Current/former partner; (2) V. declining to establish relationship (3) V. pregnant; (4) Relationship of
subordination/dependence (5) V. vulnerability; (6) Previous physical/psychological/sexual/ economic violence; (7)
Crime against individual liberty/sexual liberty; (8) Human trafficking; (9) Group dares/cultural practices.

Brazil (1) Domestic and family violence; (2) Disparagement or discrimination against women

Chile (1) Current/former spouse

Colombia (1) Family/current or former spouse and previous violence; (2) Oppression/domination over life or sexuality; (3)
Exploiting power relations; (4) Terror/humiliation; (5) Previous violence/threats; (6) Held incommunicado/deprived of
movement

Costa Rica (1) Homicide that occurs in relation to marriage or common law.

(1) Current/former spouse; (2) Pretending to have a relationship; (3) Malicious killing.

Ecuador (1) Power relations; (2) Any type of violence; (3) Gender-related.

El Salvador (1) Hatred or contempt for a woman; (2) Previous violence; (3) V. vulnerability; (4) Unequal power relations; (5) Act
against sexual liberty; (6) Mutilation.

Guatemala (1) Unequal power relations (2) Tried to establish relationship; (3) Family/current/former spouse;
(4) Repeated violence; (5) Group rituals (6) Satisfy sexual instincts; (7) Genital mutilation/other mutilation; (8)
Misogyny; (9) V.’s children present;

Honduras (1) Current/former spouse; (2) Previous domestic/familial violence; (3) Previous sexual violence/harassment; (4)
Ruthlessness/humiliating/degrading injuries/mutilations

Mexico (1) For gender-related reasons; (2) Signs of violence; (3) Humiliating injuries/mutilations/
necrophilia; (4) Previous violence; (5) Trusting relationship; (6) Prior threats/harassment/injury;
(7) V. held incommunicado; (8) V. exposed in public.

Nicaragua (1) Unequal power relations (2) Establish/re-establish relationship (3) Current/former spouse/familial relationship (4)
Repeated violence (5) Group rituals/gangs, (6) Satisfy sexual instincts, genital mutilation/other mutilation; (7)
Misogyny; (8) V.’s children present.

Panama (1) Family/current/former spouse/cohabitant (2) Attempt to establish relationship;
(3) Trust/superiority relationship; (4) V.’s children present (5) V. vulnerability; (6) Group rituals/revenge; (7) Satisfy
sexual instincts/genital mutilation/other mutilation; (8) V. exposed or incommunicado; (9) Hide rape; (10) V. pregnant;
(11) Unequal power relations.

Peru (1) Family violence; (2) Coercion/sexual harassment; (3) Abuse of power/trust/authority; (4) Discrimination.

Venezuela (1) Gender-based domination/subordination; (2) Sexual violence; (3) Degrading injuries/mutilations; (4) Body exposed

in public; (5) Physical/psychological vulnerability; (6) History of violence.

Source: Carrigan, M. and M. Dawson. 2020. Problem representations of Femicide/Feminicide legislation in Latin America. International Journal for Crime, Justice, and
Social Democracy 9(2): 1-19.
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Of importance, and addressing a common critique of such laws, the model law states (and Table 2.2 demonstrates):

Since determining the subjective factors that comprise the intent of the attacker poses a complicated challenge for agents of
the criminal justice system in terms of standards of proof, the Committee has undertaken to establish the objective acts that
should be considered to determine the existence of gender-based motives, from an intersectional perspective, as well as the
social context, the community of the victim and the perpetrator, including their cultural and religious beliefs, and thereby
eliminate the need to determine the state of mind or any individual motive (mens rea) on the part of the attacker (p. 19).

While approaches vary across jurisdictions, four key avenues for officially recognizing femicide as sex/gender related killings of women
and girls have been identified%:

1) Specific criminal offences (e.g., femicide or feminicide as a specific offence);

2 ) Sex/gender-related elements in forms of aggravated homicide;

3) Sex/gender-related aggravating circumstances for homicide and other offences; and,
4) Killing of the victim as aggravating factor in sex/gender-related offences.

An in-depth examination of the challenges and benefits of each of these approaches is beyond the scope of this report but required if
Canada considers identifying femicide as a distinct crime. We can learn from the many jurisdictions who have already proceeded down
this path, particularly those who have added femicide as a specific criminal offence which arguably offers the most potential for raising
the visibility of femicide as worthy, and necessary, for public and professional attention if it is to be prevented in the future.

It is argued in this report that the implementation of a carefully-researched and thoughtful criminal offence of femicide with clear
criteria (see Option #1 above) and subsequent monitoring of its implementation can achieve what previous offences or legislation
currently existing in Canada have not.*2 For example, with respect to Section 718.2(a)(i) and acts motivated by bias, prejudice, or hate,
a recent report commissioned by the British Columbia’s Office of the Human Rights Commissioner found that acts of violence
perpetrated against women and girls, and specifically gender-based violence, were rarely the focus of hate legislation or frameworks
in Canada or globally.™ In short, for women and girls, this section exists on paper, but is rarely used in practice.

11 For more detail, see: Criminalization of gender-related killing of women and girls.

12 Section 231(5) and section 231(6) related to first- or second-degree murder; sentencing enhancements in section 718.2(a)(i) related to acts motivated by bias,
prejudice, or hate; and/or section 718.2(a)(ii) pertaining to the relationship between offenders and victims.

13 See: Considering gender-based violence as a form of hate.
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Why is now the moment in time for Canada to recognize femicide as a
distinct crime?

It has always been important for the Government of Canada to show its leadership in addressing male violence against women and
girls, including femicide, but it is more crucial at this moment in time for various reasons.

First, the development of country-specific
femicide legislation typically follows a
lengthier process of local and regional efforts
to build an understanding of femicide as a
social problem. Even though the ‘Montreal
Massacre’ occurred over 30 years ago and a
ground-breaking study on intimate femicide
in Ontario was conducted in the mid-1990s
(Crawford & Gartner, 1992; Crawford et al.,
1997), there has been little progress in
building public and professional knowledge
about femicide and its meaning. However, a
variety of initiatives or events have come
together in the past decade to create the
‘perfect storm’ in which more leadership and
initiative is required, beginning with the official recognition of femicide in this country.

For example, in 2017, the Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability was established, an accomplishment
recognized by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on violence against women who has been calling on countries to establish such
initiatives since 2015 (ACUNS, 2017). Two years later, in 2019, Reclaiming Power and Place: The Final Report of the National Inquiry
into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls was released; however, almost four years later, meaningful action on most
of the Calls for Justice identified in this report have yet to occur (National Inquiry, 2019). Finally, in early 2020, the impacts of COVID-
19 spread rapidly across the world, with these impacts being felt even more acutely by girls and women, including the exacerbation

of their experiences of male violence (United Nations, 2020; UN Women, 2021).

These three initiatives/events, building on historical and contemporary advocacy and activism, coupled with various multiple high-
profile, incidents of male violence against women made it impossible to ignore the fact that our efforts to address male violence
against women and girls in Canada, and globally, have failed, particularly for some groups of women and girls. These high-profile
incidents include, but are not limited to, at least two recent mass killings with primarily female victims!*, the ongoing siege being
experienced by Indigenous women and girls, and the increasing recognition that Black women and other racialized minority women
and girls are equally vulnerable, but invisible in data and official responses to their violent experiences.

The Canadian Femicide Observatory, along with many others in Canada and globally, have made progress on increasing the use and
understanding of the term femicide in the public realm as discussed in the introduction. While there is still much work to be done, the
time is now to take the first step in what will need to be a larger, more substantive package of changes®® to recognize and more

14 These include the 2018 van attack in Toronto, Ontario, which killed 11 women and two men, and the Portapique, Nova Scotia, mass killings in Ontario and Nova
Scotia.
15 For example, Women'’s Shelters Canada has provided a Roadmap for the National Action Plan on Violence Against Women and Gender-Based Violence .
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effectively respond to male violence against women and girls. Taking this first, small step will begin to address widespread and
entrenched biases that are both a cause and a consequence of large-scale, ongoing sex/gender inequalities, further exacerbated by
COVID-19 as noted. It will also begin to counteract the historical and contemporary normalization, minimization, and tolerance of
various forms of male violence against women and girls, including by states/governments (i.e., impunity).

Globally, the international community has

encouraged governments to adopt specific

mechanisms to prevent, investigate, and

eliminate femicide/feminicide, including

ending impunity and ensuring the

punishment of perpetrators. For example,

the Inter- American Convention to Prevent,

Punish, and Eradicate Violence Against

Women (Belém do Para Convention) is the

first international treaty to enshrine the right

of women to live a life free from violence, in

both the public and private sphere and to be

valued and educated free from gender

stereotyped behaviour and social and

cultural practices based on the concept that

they are inferior or subordinate to men. However, Canada has yet to sign this treaty despite a commitment to do so in 2018 by our
current government.® As a result, along with the United States, Canada remains one of only three countries out of 35 that have yet
to fully express their international commitment to preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women and girls (see
Textbox 2.1, page 22).

But Canada can still show leadership in moving forward to change this trend.

How can Canada lead the way and build on what other countries have
done?

While we stand to learn much from other countries, Canada can also lead the way in building on previous efforts to recognize femicide
as a distinct crime. Below are just some options that should be considered:

1. Some countries have identified in their legislation the way in which unequal power relations or sex/gender inequalities can
contribute to femicide. As noted by OAS (2018), for example, Panama considers a homicide as femicide if a person kills a
woman “for any motive based on her condition as a woman or in the context of unequal power relations.” To do so is rare,
however, despite sex/gender inequality being a consistent and well-documented contributor to all forms of male violence
against women and girls, including femicide. This fact draws upon decades of social science research contending that power
and sex/gender are at the root of violence against women and girls. In explicitly recognizing women’s ongoing inequality,

16 See: ‘Committee of Experts celebrates political will of Canada to be part of the Belém do Para Convention’.
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Canada could also recognize the impacts of patriarchal social structures in their legislation, including (the lack of) access to
justice for women and girls.

2. Countries tend to include an emphasis on women and girls previously subjected to violence which is important but also
problematic because their previous experiences of violence are not always captured by traditional data collection
mechanisms. As such, recognizing the reporting and recording biases, and building innovative avenues to address these data
gaps with an emphasis on prevention as the key goal should be included in any legislation.

3. To our knowledge, no country has specifically recognized the overlapping oppressions and discriminations experienced by
many victims in their femicide provisions, although some have recognized them in violence prevention initiatives by
acknowledging that some women and girls face additional barriers to justice. This would be an important issue for Canada to
address by specifically including an intersectional lens in its legislation that allows for the recognition that various groups of
women and girls (e.g., Indigenous and Black women and girls, other racialized minority women and girls, sexual minorities,
women with disabilities, and elderly women) are particularly vulnerable, something that is recognized globally, but seldom
addressed in legislation In fact, such victims are even more invisible than other victims of femicide and, in turn, their deaths
continue to be discounted in law and in society.

Specifically, with respect to Indigenous women and girls, this would address the National Inquiry’s Call for Justice 5.18 which
states: We call upon the federal government to consider violence against Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people
as an aggravating factor at sentencing, and to amend the Criminal Code accordingly, with the passage and enactment of Bill
S$-215.

4. 1t is often believed that recognizing femicide as a distinct crime means increasing punishments and, while more equitable
punishments for femicide compared to other crimes should be a goal of legislation (e.g., eliminating the intimacy discount),
prevention elements should also be included in legislation, defined as any activity that reduces the probability of femicide.
At last count, 13 countries have now included femicide/feminicide prevention in their legislation, ranging from restraining
orders, public education campaigns for school-aged children, increased services for victims, and training for frontline workers.

Countries vary in the number and depth of these provisions, but Canada should consider such elements, particularly those
that will emphasize primary prevention efforts to address outdated and biased stereotypes and beliefs. Public and
professional education and awareness is a priority to address these negative and damaging attitudes about male violence
against women. It is hard to argue against the contention that ‘men in prison are better than women dead’; however,
attempting to reduce the violence women and girls experience thereby preventing their death in the first place should be the
main goal of legislation. This would, if implemented and monitored properly, reduce both the number of men in prison and
the number of women dead.

5. Atleast 10 countries include ‘impunity’ or ‘institutional violence’, defined as violence committed by public servants or public
servants who impede victim’s access to justice. For example: “Acts or omissions of public servants of any order of government
that discriminates against or has the purpose of delaying, hindering or preventing enjoyment and exercise of women's human
rights as well as their access to the enjoyment of public policies aimed at preventing, attending, investigating, punishing and
eradicating the different types of violence” (OAS, 2018). Impunity is relevant in Canada as well, particularly as it relates to
policing of violence against women and girls. For example, a 2022 report from the Canadian Feminist Alliance for International
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Action is just the latest to provide ample evidence of ongoing misogyny, racism, and violence in the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP; for more detail, see Misra et al., 2022). The RCMP is not the only police force with such problems.

6. Several countries have included in their legislation the development of national observatories like the Canadian Femicide
Observatory for Justice and Accountability, outlining their key goals and responsibilities. The work of observatories supported
through legislation which clearly defines the rules and responsibilities of actors can increase accountability and access to
quality data and lead to better understanding of patterns in femicide over time.

Summary

Violence is a recognized public health issue (World Health Organization, 2002), and an informed public is the key to violence
prevention. Official recognition of femicide would help to make femicide visible and legitimize it as a social problem worthy of urgent
attention. Legislation would help to develop appropriate data collection and prevention efforts, including increasing professional and
public awareness and education. Simply put, the official recognition of femicide is a small, but important, step toward real social
change — change that has so far been elusive for women and girls in this country and globally.

In doing so, the Government of Canada can begin to eliminate the artificial dichotomy between public and private violence. All male
violence against women and girls has public impacts and, thus, is public violence which affects everyone. Its impacts continue to
reverberate throughout communities for years to come. The Government of Canada can lead in global efforts to challenge the
problematic attitudes, beliefs, and stereotypes, as well as the rampant societal victim-blaming which continues to downplay and
normalize male violence against women and girls. Putting front and centre the contexts and circumstances that contribute to, and are,
indicative of femicide can contribute to more nuanced approaches to its prevention, and also reducing non-lethal forms of male
violence against women. There is still much work to be done, but the Government of Canada can contribute significantly — and lead
globally — to improving public education and awareness by recognizing femicide as a distinct crime.
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Textbox 2.1: Press release from the Organization of American States"’

see: https://www.oas.org/es/mesecvi/docs/CEVI-ComunicadoCanada-2018-EN.pdf.
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Section lll:
Women & girls killed in 2022

Below, we begin documenting basic patterns by examining the 170 cases that resulted in the killings of 184 women and girls in 2022.
Their deaths were officially classified as a homicide. We do not include in this analysis the deaths of an additional 13 women and girls
classified as suspicious for which investigations remain ongoing. All results reported below are generated from victim-based analyses,
unless otherwise stated. Next, we focus on a subset of these killings, which most closely align with the phenomenon of femicide — the
killing of women and girls by male accused. While this is a common proxy used to document femicide, we acknowledge that not all
these killings may ultimately be categorized as femicide which is part of our ongoing research. We discuss this further in Section V,
where we focus specifically on documenting sex/gender-related motives and indicators (SGRMIs) for women and girls who were killed
in 2018, the year for which the most complete information is available. Finally, in this section, we examine patterns across three
subtypes of femicide — intimate partner femicide, familial femicide, and non-intimate femicide. [All percentages reported below may
not equal 100% due to rounding.]

All women and girls killed by violence in Canada

Temporal distribution: As shown in Table 3.1, the number of women and girls killed each month ranged from a high of 22 in January
to a low of seven in April, with an average of 15 women or girls killed each Table 3.1: Monthly distribution of women and girls killed
month. December was the second deadliest month with 20 women and girls 1,y yiolence in Canada, 2022 (N=184)

killed by violence. Month Women & girls killed
Geographic distribution: Table 3.2 shows the number and percentage of N %
women and girls killed in 2022 in each province and territory. The percentage LICELY 22 L
of the total female population living in each province and territory and the rate February 19 10
of killing to adjust for population size are also shown. Mar.ch 18 10
April 7 4
The largest group of women and girls was killed in Ontario (36%), which is | May 13 7
attributable, in part, to Ontario being Canada’s most populous province. Based | June 13 7
on Ontario’s female representation of the Canadian population (39%), the rate | July 11 6
at which women and girls were killed in Ontario is 0.86 per 100,000 women | August 15 8
and girls, which was lower than the national rate of 0.94 per 100,000 women | September 19 10
and girls.1® This was also the case for the rate at which women and girls were | October 13
killed by violence in Quebec (0.55), Nova Scotia (0.58), and Newfoundland and ezl L e
Labrador (0.75). December 20 11
Total 184 100

For all other jurisdictions, the rate of killing exceeded the national average for
female victims of homicide. Specifically, the highest rates were documented in Nunavut (5.06), followed by Saskatchewan (3.20), and
Manitoba (2.84). There were no documented killings of women and girls in the remaining provinces and territories.

18 The national homicide rate based on the population of female residents in Canada in 2022 was 0.94 per 100,000 women and girls (184 victims/19,528,177 females x
100,000 = 0.94).
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Table 3.2: Geographic distribution of women and girls killed by violence in Canada, 2022 (N=184)*

Province/Territory Number % of female victims % of female population Rate of killing
Ontario 66 36 39 0.86
British Columbia 26 14 14 0.97
Quebec 24 13 22 0.55
Alberta 23 12.5 12 1.02
Manitoba 20 11 4 2.84
Saskatchewan 19 10 3 3.20
Nova Scotia 3 2 3 0.58
Newfoundland and Labrador 2 1 1 0.75
Nunavut 1 0.5 <1 5.06
Total 184 100 100 0.94

Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2022 by age and sex.
*There were no documented female homicides in New Brunswick, Northwest Territories, Prince Edward Island, or the Yukon in 2022.

Sex of the accused: Excluding cases for which no accused has yet been identified in public documents (N=18), there was a total of 152
cases involving 173 accused of which 82 percent were male (N=141) and 18 percent were female (N=32). Focusing on the primary
accused?®®, 88 percent were male accused (N=118), and 12 percent were female accused (N=16).

In the 16 cases involving primary female accused, the relationship was not yet specified in 38 percent of the cases (N=6). Where
information was available, the victims of female accused were other family (N=4), friends (N=2), one intimate partner of the accused’s
family member, one co-resident at a long-term care home, one child and one acquaintance.

Below, we focus the remaining analyses on women and girls killed by male accused only which typically involve those circumstances
that most closely align with the broad understanding of femicide. In Section V of this report, as noted above, we will focus more in-
depth on 2018 cases to identify more closely those cases in which women and girls were killed because of their sex or gender,
regardless of the sex of the accused/perpetrator.

Women and girls killed by violence involving male accused

Like the previous section, we begin by describing patterns for all women and girls whose killings involved a male accused where
identified. Next, focusing on select characteristics, we examine the most common type of femicide — intimate partner femicide
(sometimes referred to as intimate femicide) followed by familial femicide, before reviewing femicides that occurred outside the
context of intimacy, including primarily victims and accused who were friends, acquaintances, or strangers.

¥ The primary accused designation is used when there were multiple perpetrators, but one accused was more dominant in the killing and/or shared the closest
relationship to the victim.
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As noted above, in 2022, there were 170 homicide cases involving the killing of 184 women or girls. No accused was identified from
public documents in 18 of these cases, and 16 cases involved a female as the primary or sole accused. With these exclusions, the
analysis in this section focuses on 136 cases involving 150 female victims and 141 male accused.

Temporal distribution: In 2022, as shown in Table 3.3, the number of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused ranged
from seven victims in April to 19 victims in September, with an average of 13 women or girls killed each month. September figures
include four females who were killed in the mass homicide in James Smith Cree Nation, Saskatchewan.?

Table 3.4 shows that the largest group of female victims was killed on a Sunday (N=30), with one in five killings occurring on that day
of the week (or 20%). The next largest proportions of women and girls were killed on Thursdays (15%) and Fridays (15%). One-third of
the women and girls were killed on the weekend, including Saturday and Sunday (33%).

Table 3.3: Monthly distribution of women and girls killed by Table 3.4: Distribution of women and girls killed by violence
violence involving male accused in Canada, 2022 (N=150) involving male accused in Canada by day, 2022 (N=149)*
Month Women & girls killed by male Day of week Women & girls killed by male
accused accused
N % N %
January 17 11 Sunday 30 20
February 12 8 Monday 18 12
March 15 10 Tuesday 16 11
April 7 4 Wednesday 21 14
May 10 7 Thursday 22 15
June 11 7 Friday 23 15
July 10 7 Saturday 19 13
August 12 8
September 19 13 Total 149 100
October 10 7 *The exact homicide date was unknown for one victim.
November 11 7
December 16 11
Total 150 100

Geographic distribution: Consistent with findings on total female homicides above, Nunavut (5.06), Saskatchewan (2.53), and
Manitoba (1.99) had the highest rate of females killed by violence involving male accused. The lowest rates in 2022 in Canada were in
Newfoundland and Labrador (0.38), Nova Scotia (0.39), and Quebec (0.44).

Ontario saw the largest proportion of women and girls killed by violence involving a male accused (39%), followed by British Columbia
(13%), Quebec (13%), and Alberta (13%). After adjusting for population size, as shown in the last column of Table 3.5, the rates at
which women and girls were killed by a male accused in these jurisdictions were equal to or lower than the national rate of female
killings involving male accused (0.77).%! There were no documented killings in the remaining provinces and territories.

20 Ten people were killed and 18 were injured on the James Smith Cree Nation and in Weldon, Saskatchewan during the mass stabbing. Four victims were women and
six victims were men. See “Remembering the 10 people who lost their lives during mass stabbing in Saskatchewan” for more details and to remember the victims of
this tragedy.

21 The national homicide rate by male accused based on the population of female residents in Canada in 2022 was 0.77 per 100,000 women and girls (150
victims/19,528,177 females x 100,000 = 0.77).
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Table 3.5: Geographic distribution for women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada, 2022 (N=150)

Province/Territory Number killed % total victims % female population Rate of killing (per
100,000 women)
Ontario 59 39 39 0.77
British Columbia 20 13 14 0.74
Quebec 19 13 22 0.44
Alberta 19 13 12 0.84
Saskatchewan 15 10 3 2.53
Manitoba 14 9 4 1.99
Nova Scotia 2 1 3 0.39
Newfoundland and Labrador 1 0.7 1 0.38
Nunavut 1 0.7 <1 5.06
Total 150 100 100 0.77

*There were no documented killings of women or girls by male accused in New Brunswick, Northwest Territories, Prince Edward
Island, or the Yukon in 2022.

Urban/rural distinctions: Results for 2022 show that women and girls continue to be at an increased risk in rural areas (<10,000
population). Chart 3.1 shows that 25 percent of women and girls were killed by a male accused in rural areas. When including small

towns/cities (10,000-49,999 population) in the non-urban category, results o .
Chart 3.1: Distribution of women and girls

demonstrated that 42 percent of women and girls were killed in non-urban
areas. These figures are disproportionate to their representation in the
population given that only about 18 percent of Canadians live in rural areas.?

killed by violence involving male accused
in Canada by population density, 2022
(N=150)

While 58 percent of the killings of women and girls by male accused occurred in
urban areas (areas with >50,000 population), they remain underrepresented
compared to their representation in the population. Urban population estimates
for Canada range from 75 percent living in large urban centres? to a high of 82
percent of the population who live in cities?*; however, definitions vary for both
rural and urban demographics.

Age of victims: In 2022, women and girls killed by a male accused ranged in age

from less than one year to 90 years old, with an average age of 42 years. Chart

3.2 shows that the largest proportion of victims was aged 25 to 34 (21%), 35 to

44 (18%), and equal proportions were 45 to 54 (15%) and 65 years and older

(15%). The smallest proportion of victims was 17 years and younger (5%) and 55 EUrban  ®mRural
to 64 years (12%).

Small town

When comparing these age group distributions to the age group distributions in the general population (also shown in Chart 3.2),
various age groups are overrepresented, underscoring their greater vulnerability to femicide than women and girls in other age groups.
For example, women aged 25 to 34 years comprised 21 percent of victims, yet comprise 14 percent of the general female population,
which indicates a greater risk of femicide.

22 See: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?locations=CA.
2 See: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220209/dg220209b-eng.htm.
24 See: https://www.statista.com/statistics/271208/urbanization-in-canada/.
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Chart 3.2: Age distribution of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada, compared with general female population,
2022 (N=145)*

25 21 20
20 18 18
14 14 14 15 14 15
15 12 12
8

10 5

5

0

17 and 18 to 24 25to 34 35to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 and older
younger
B Women and girls killed B General female population

*Age was unknown for five women and girls.

Age of the accused: Focusing on the sample of male accused, when their age was known, (N=133), male accused ranged in age from
15 to 82 years old, with an average age of 37 years. As shown in Chart 3.3, the largest proportions of male accused were 25 to 34 years
(23%) and 35 to 44 years (23%), followed by 18 to 24 years (19%) and 45 to 54

years (17%). The smallest accused age groups were those aged 17 and younger Chart 3.3: Age distribution of males

(5%), 65 and older (5%) and 55 to 64 years (8%). accused of killing women and girls by
violence in Canada, 2022 (N=133)*
Race/ethnicity of victims and their accused: Information is missing on

race/ethnicity for a large proportion of victims (43%; N=64), so few concrete

conclusions can be drawn, an issue we discuss further later in the report. When

this information was available (N=86), almost equal proportions of victims were

White (34%; N=29), racialized minorities (34%; N=29) and Indigenous (33%;

N=28). More specifically, among racialized minorities, eight percent of the

victims were identified as Black (N=7), eight percent were identified as South

Asian (N=7), six percent were identified as South-East Asian (N=5), and six

percent were identified as East Asian (N=5). Furthermore, among Indigenous

victims, when known (89%; N=25), 24 were First Nations (96%) and one victim :;; ?gjzounger :Alé Eg ﬁi .ég Eg 22
was Inuk (4%). The distribution of race/ethnicity may change if more information @65 and older

becomes available for the remaining victims. However, including cases where *Age was unknown for eight accused.
this information is missing, the proportion of Indigenous female victims

continues to be significantly higher than their representation in the population (5%)%° with at least one in five victims (or 20%) being
an Indigenous woman or girl.

Among identified male accused (N=141), information on their race/ethnicity was missing for 80 percent of the sample. Therefore, the
reliability of this information is not adequate to reach conclusions because distributions are likely to change significantly when

25 See: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/75-006-x/2022001/article/00005-eng.htm.

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022 Page 27


https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/75-006-x/2022001/article/00005-eng.htm
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca

additional information becomes available. It also precludes the ability to examine whether killings were intra-racial or inter-racial or,
put another way, whether victims and accused were of the same racial group.

Victim-accused relationship: In 2022, results showed the relationship between the primary victim and accused was known in 60
percent of the 136 cases (N=82). Focusing on cases where this information was known, Chart 3.4 shows that almost two-thirds of the
women killed were in a current or former intimate partner relationship with the accused (63%; N=52). The next largest group of women
and girls was killed by other family members (24%; N=18), followed by strangers (9%; N=7). Overall, then, when the relationship shared
between the primary victim and male accused was known, 87 percent in total were killed by an intimate partner or family member.

Chart 3.4: Distribution of primary victim-accused relationship in cases
of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused, 2022

(N=82)
m Current/former partners
B Other family
Friends/acquaintances
2% Other
2%

M Strangers

An additional 14 women and girls were killed by a male accused alongside the primary victim. The victim-accused relationship was
unspecified for seven of these victims. When known, other family members of the accused (N=3) made up the largest proportion of
these additional victims. We will return to victim-accused relationship below focusing on the three subtypes of femicide.

Children left behind: Focusing on female victims aged 15 and older (N=142), we were able to determine for 69 percent of the women
killed by a male accused (N=98) whether they had children.?® Of these women, 86 percent (N=84) had a least one child. Focusing on
this group, 18 percent had one child (N=18), 26 percent had two children (N=25), 19 percent had three children (N=19), and eight
percent had four or more children (N=8). An additional 14 percent had at least one child (N=14), but the exact number of children was
not specified. This means that at least 171 children were left without their mother following her killing during 2022 alone.

Method of killing: Information on the method of killing was known for 48 percent of victims killed by male accused (N=73). When this
information was known, just over half of the victims were stabbed to death (51%; N=37), followed by shootings (32%; N=23), beatings
(7%; N=5), and other methods (11%; N=8).2” The method of killing remains unknown from public documents in just over half of the
cases, so this distribution may change as new information becomes available.

Location: More than three-quarters of the women and girls killed by a male accused died in a private location (77%; N=115). Within
the private category, 20 percent were killed in their own home (N=30), 20 percent were killed in the home they shared with the male
accused (N=30), and one percent were killed in the accused’s home (N=1). Over 30 percent were killed in an unspecified residence
(N=47; 31%) and three percent were killed in a home not owned by the victim or accused (N=4). One victim was killed in a long-term
care home (1%). Additionally, two percent were killed in a rooming house (N=1) or hotel room where they were staying short-term

26 This percentage excludes girls killed who were 14 years and younger (N=8).
27 Other methods include arson, strangulation, being pushed, being hit by a car, and child abuse.
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(N=1). Thirteen percent were killed in a public location such as parks, residential streets, restaurants, businesses, or inside vehicles
(N=20). The remaining nine percent of women and girls were killed and/or discovered in unknown locations (N=14).

Suicide: In 2022, results showed that 15 percent (N=21) of the accused died by suicide following the killing. For over two-thirds of
these accused (67%; N=14), their victims were current or former female partners. In the remaining cases, the accused killed another
family member (19%; N=4), shared an unspecified relationship with his victim (10%; N=2), or killed his child (5%; N=1).

Case status: Similar to the section above, this section focuses on the sample of the male accused. In circumstances that did not result
in the suicide of the accused (N=120), second degree murder was the most frequent charge laid (55%; N=66), followed by first degree
murder (37%; N=44), and manslaughter (4%; N=5). One accused was charged with murder, but information did not identify whether
it was first- or second-degree murder (1%); one accused was charged with aggravated assault (1%), and one accused was charged with
accessory after the fact (1%). Two accused were killed by police (2%). At the trial stage, one accused was deemed not criminally
responsible. No other convictions have been rendered yet for the accused charged.

Intimate partner femicide

Of the 150 women and girls who were killed by male accused in 2022, the type of relationship they shared was known for 89 victims
(59%) of which 52 victims (or 58%) were killed by a current or former intimate partner.

T . . Intimate partner relationship: Relationship status, referring to whether the victim
Chart 3.5: Distribution of relationship ] )
status for intimate partner femicide and accused were or had been legally married, common-law partners, or dating,
victims in Canada, 2022 (N=42)* was known for 42 of the 52 intimate partner femicide victims (81%). Among this
group, Chart 3.5 shows that 52 percent involved victims who were current or
former legal spouses of the accused (N=22), 24 percent were current or former
common-law partners (N=10), and 24 percent were a current or former dating

partners (N=10).

Relationship state, referring to whether the victim and accused were currently in
a relationship or separated at the time of the killing, was unknown for 18 of the 52

. 0
V'Ct'r.ns F35A)' When Chart 3.6: Distribution of relationship state
relationship state was for victims in intimate partner femicide

W Legally married ® Common-law partner m Dating known (N=34), Chart 3.6 cases in Canada, 2022 (N= 34)*

shows that 65 percent of

*The relationship status was unknown for ten intimate the women killed were in

partner femicides. ) )
a current relationship

with the accused (N=22)
and 35 percent were estranged from the accused (N=12).

Chart 3.7 shows that intimate partner femicide comprises a broad spectrum
of relationships. In 2022, the largest proportion of victims was killed by a
current legal spouse (35%; N=18), followed by a current common-law partner
(14%; N=7), a current dating partner (12%; N=6), an estranged legal spouse
(8%; N=4), and an estranged dating partner (8%; N=4). The lowest proportion
of victims were killed by an estranged common-law partner (6%; N=3). Ten
victims shared an intimate relationship with the accused, but the exact
relationship has not yet been disclosed in public documents (19%).

M Current relationships M Estranged relationships

*The relationship state was unknown for 18 victims.
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Chart 3.7: Distribution of each relationship type in cases of intimate partner femicide in Canada,
2022 (N=52)
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Age of victims and their accused: The victims of intimate partner femicide in 2022 ranged in age from 20 years to 90 years old, with
an average age of 43 years. As shown in Chart 3.8, the largest proportion of victims was aged 35 to 44 years (25%; N=13) and the
smallest proportions were 18 to 24 years, 55 to 64 years, and 65 years and older (each with a proportion of 10%; N=5). The accused
ranged in age from 23 to 82 years, with an average of 44 years, similar to the victims. The largest proportion of accused was aged 45
to 54 (29%; N=14) and the smallest proportion was aged 18 to 24 years (6%; N=3).

Chart 3.8: Percentage age distribution of intimate partner femicide victims and accused, 2022 (N=51)*
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*The age was unknown for one intimate partner femicide victim.
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Method of killing: The method of killing in circumstances of intimate partner femicide was not publicly reported for 48 percent of
victims (N=25). Where information was known (N=27), consistent with patterns for all women and girls killed by a male accused,

Chart 3.9: Distribution of method of killing in
cases of intimate partner femicide in Canada,
2022 (N=27)*

M Stabbing H Shooting Beating
W Arson M Strangulation M Hit by car

*The method of killing was not reported for 25 victims.

Familial Femicide

stabbing was the most common cause of death for intimate partner
femicide victims (44%; N=12), followed by shooting (26%; N=7), and beating
(18%; N=5). Equal proportions of women and girls were strangled, hit by a
car, and killed by arson (4% each; N=1) as shown in Chart 3.9.

Location: The majority of intimate partner femicides occurred in a private
location (81%; N=42). Of those cases, most killings occurred in the residence
the victim shared with the accused (55%; N=23), followed by her own home
(21%; N=9), or an unspecified residence (21%; N=9). Seven intimate partner
femicides occurred in public locations (14%). The exact location of the killing
was unknown for six percent of women or girls killed (N=3).

Accused suicide and case status: A higher proportion of the accused died
by suicide following an intimate partner femicide (28%; N=14) compared to
the total sample of women and girls killed by a male accused (15%; N=21).
In circumstances in which the accused did not die by suicide, the largest
proportions of accused were charged with either second-degree murder
(60%; N=22) or first-degree murder (35%; N=13). One accused was charged
with manslaughter (3%) and one accused was charged with aggravated
assault (1%).

This section focuses on those women and girls killed by male accused who were family members, not including intimate partners —
most often referred to as familial femicide. There were 20 cases involving 24 victims and 20 accused in 2022 that can be categorized
as familial femicide. To be consistent with the above sections, percentages will be reported, but we caution that they are based on

small numbers and should be interpreted accordingly.

Age of victims and their accused: The victims ranged in age from less than one year to 88 years old, with an average age of 46 years.
While numbers are small for most age groups, a clear pattern emerged whereby familial femicides were more likely to involve women
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aged 65 years and older (29%; N=7) or girls aged 17 and younger (21%; N=5). The accused ranged in age from 17 to 55 years old, with
an average age of 32 years. This age demographic is younger, on average, compared to accused who committed intimate partner
femicide whose ages averaged 44 years.

Victim-accused relationship: Familial
femicides cover a wide range of relationship
types. Of the 24 victims, 42 percent were
mothers of the male accused (N=10), 25
percent were other kin of the male accused
(N=6), 17 percent were daughters of the
male accused (N=4), and two victims were
sisters of the male accused (8% of familial
femicides). The exact familial relationship
was unknown for two victims (8%). Of the 24
victims, 92 percent were blood relatives
(N=22) and eight percent were relatives by
marriage (N=2) of the male accused.

Method of killing: Information on the

method of killing was known in 54 percent of

familial femicides (N=13). When method of killing was known, similar to findings from the total sample involving male accused,
stabbing was the most common method of killing used (69%; N=9) followed by shooting (23%; N=3), and one victim was drowned
(8%).

Location: Most of the familial femicides occurred in private locations (92%; N=22), with one victim killed in an outdoor public location
(4%), and one victim in an unknown location (4%). Among the familial femicide victims who were killed in private spaces, equal
proportions died in a home they shared with the accused or her own home (29%; N=7). Eight familial femicide victims were killed in
an unspecified residence (33%).

Accused suicide and case status: Five of the accused of familial femicides died by suicide following the killing (25%). For the remaining
15 accused, 11 were charged with second-degree murder (73%) and four were charged with first-degree murder (27%).

Non-Intimate Femicide

This section focuses on circumstances of non-intimate femicide in which the woman or girl did not share an intimate or familial
relationship with the male accused, capturing primarily acquaintance and stranger femicide. There were 11 non-intimate femicide
cases in 2022, involving 13 victims and 12 accused. To be consistent with above sections, percentages will be reported, but we again
caution that they are based on small numbers and should be interpreted accordingly.

Age of the victims and their accused: The victims ranged in age from 15 to 88 years old, with an average age of 41 years. The highest
proportion of victims was aged 25 to 34 years (31%; N=4). This was followed by equal proportions of those aged 65 years and older,
45 to 54 years, and 18 to 24 years (each at 15%; N=2). The smallest groups of victims were aged 55 to 64 years, 35 to 44 years, and 17
years and younger (each at 8%; N=1). The youngest accused in the non-intimate femicide group was 15 years old and the oldest
accused was 73 years, with an average age of 34 years. Like their victims, the highest proportion of offenders was also aged 25 to 34
years (25%; N=3).
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Victim-accused relationship: Non-intimate femicide comprises a range of relationships. Of the 13 victims, 54 percent had no
documented prior relationship with the male accused (i.e., they were strangers) (N=7). Four victims were neighbours of the accused
(30%), one victim was a roommate of the accused (8%) and one victim was a co-worker of the accused (8%).

Method of killing: The method of killing was
known in 69 percent of non-intimate femicides.
Based on known information, the largest group
was stabbed to death (67%; N=6) while two
victims were shot to death (22%), and one
victim died from arson (11%).

Location: Similar to the previous sections, most
non-intimate femicides occurred in a private
location (69%; N=9), such as the victim’s home
(N=6), a rooming house (N=1), an institution
(N=1), or an unspecified residence (N=1).
Differing from previous sections, a larger
proportion of women and girls was killed in a
public location (23%; N=3), including in a park
(N=1), on a street (N=1), or in an elevator in a
semi-public space (N=1). The exact location of the homicide was unknown for one victim (8%).

Accused suicide and case status: None of the accused in the non-intimate femicides died by suicide; however, two accused were killed
by police (17%). Most accused were charged with first-degree murder (58%; N=7) or second-degree murder (25%; N=3).
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Section 1V:
Women & Girls Killed by Violence in Canada, 2018-2022

The Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability (CFOJA) was established December 6, 2017, so its inaugural report
focused on the year 2018, representing the first full year of its research. The year 2022 represents the fifth year of its research and
advocacy. During the past five years, 2018-2022, the CFOJA has documented that at least 850 women and girls were killed by violence
in Canada in 786 cases, perpetrated primarily by men. Below, we document basic information about the killing of all 850 women and
girls whose deaths have been officially classified as homicide.

Following this section, we focus on the killing of women and girls by male accused/offenders only.® Like Section I, first, we examine
general patterns across the total sample of male accused, followed by the patterns for three subtypes of femicide: intimate partner
femicide, familial femicide, and non-intimate femicide.

Although not included below, we have also documented the deaths of an additional 85 women and girls, which have been classified
as suspicious and/or investigations remain ongoing. We will continue to monitor these investigations and update numbers where
possible and appropriate. All results reported below are generated from victim-based analyses unless otherwise stated. [Percentages
reported may not equal 100% due to rounding.]

Like previous years, it is expected that numbers will continue to increase for 2022 as investigations for some cases are ongoing. As
shown in Table 4.1, for example, numbers for previous years (i.e., 2018-2021) increased from the total reported on December 31 of
each year to the date the annual CFOJA report was published (and beyond) by an average of 12 victims per year. The final column in
Table 4.1 shows the number of female homicides recorded annually by Statistics Canada as reported by police jurisdictions. As shown,
CFOJA numbers closely align with what are represented to be official counts from Statistics Canada, although 2021 numbers show a
larger discrepancy (20 cases) than previous years which is being investigated.

Table 4.1: Increase over time in number of women and girls killed in Canada, 2018-2022.

Year | Women & girls killed
CFOJA number CFOJA average increase in N CFOJA current annual Statistics Canada
(Dec. 31 each year) over time* number numbers

2018 148 21 169 168
2019 137 11 148 155
2020 160 12 172 178
2021 173 4 177 197
2022 184+* 2%+ 196 (projected) -

* Numbers increase over time as investigations are completed, suspicious deaths become homicide, or new deaths are recorded.
**Annual number as of December 31, 2022, which remained the same at the time of the 2022 report release.
***Projected over time increase based on average increase during previous four years.

28 To recognize that not all accused have seen their cases proceed to a criminal court outcome, we use ‘accused’ rather than ‘offender’ through this report. A subsequent
report being prepared for release later in 2023 will focus in more detail on the criminal court outcomes in these cases.
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All women and girls killed by violence in Canada, 2018-2022

Annual distributions: As shown in Chart 4.1, the number of women and girls killed each year ranged from a low of 148 victims in 2019
to a high of 184 victims in 2022. The lowest number was documented in 2019, which was pre-COVID-19 and, as shown, there have
been gradual increases in the number of victims in each of the years. More specifically, compared to 2019, 2020 saw a 16 percent
increase in women and girls killed; 2021 had a 20 percent increase; and 2022 is currently at a 24 percent increase with many
investigations ongoing so that number is projected to rise.

Chart 4.1: Annual distribution of women and girls killed by violence in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=850)

184
200 169 172 177
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B Number of Women and Girls Killed

Table 4.2 Annual distribution of women and girls killed by violence in

Table 4.2 shows the increase in the number of women and girls
Canada, 2018-2022 (N=850)

killed each year compared to the previous year. The number of

L . dby 1 d irl . ; Year Women and girls killed

victims increased by 15 women and girls, or nine percent, from N % N Increase from prior year
2018 to 2022. In 2020, the first full year of the COVID-19 2018 169 20 -
pandemic, the number of victims increased by 24 from 2019. On 2019 148 17 -21
average, 170 women and girls were killed on an annual basis 2020 172 20 +24
from 2018 to 2022. This means that, during this five-year period, 2021 177 21 +5

. . . 2022 184 22 +7
one woman or girl was killed every second day in Canada. -

Total 850 100 +12 (projected)
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Temporal distributions: For the five-year period, as shown in Table 4.3, the number of women and girls killed each month ranged
from a high of 90 victims in March (10% of the total sample) to a low of 52 victims in November (6% of the total sample).
Table 4.3: Monthly distribution of women and girls killed by violence in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=850)

Month Women & girls killed

N %
January 75 9
February 68 8
March 90 10
April 74 9
May 74 9
June 58 7
July 78 9
August 67 8
September 65 7
October 72 9
November 52 6
December 77 9
Total 850 100

Geographic distribution: Table 4.4 shows the number and percentage of women and girls killed from 2018 to 2022 in each province
and territory. The percentages of the total female population living in each province and territory and the rate of killing (per 100,000
women and girls) adjusted for population size are also shown. The largest group of women and girls was killed in Ontario (36%), which
is attributable, in part, to Ontario consistently being Canada’s most populous province (39% of Canada’s female population).

Table 4.4: Geographic distribution of women and girls killed by violence in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=850)

Province/Territory Number % of female victims % of female population Rate of killing
Ontario 307 36 39 0.81
Alberta 120 14 12 1.06
Quebec 112 13 22 0.52
British Columbia 105 12 14 0.78
Manitoba 69 8 4 2.00
Saskatchewan 66 8 3 2.22
Nova Scotia 27 3 3 1.04
New Brunswick 20 2 2 0.98
Nunavut 9 1 0.1 9.10
Newfoundland and Labrador 7 1 1 0.53
Yukon 4 0.5 0.1 3.70
Northwest Territories 3 0.4 0.1 2.72
Prince Edward Island 1 0.1 0.4 0.23
Total 850 100 100 0.87

Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2018-2022 by age and sex.

Table 4.4 also shows the geographic distribution of average annual rates of killings of women and girls per 100,000 for 2018 to 2022,
adjusted for population size (see also Chart 4.2 for a visual representation). The calculated average annual national homicide rate
based on the population of female residents in Canada from 2018 to 2022 was 0.87 per 100,000 women and girls.?®

23 Average annual national homicide rate based on the population of female residents in Canada for period of 2018 to 2022 (850 victims/19,528,177 females x 100,000
/5 years = 0.87).
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The average annual rate of killing exceeded
the national annual average for female victims
of homicide for eight of the 13 provinces and
territories (or 62% of the country). The highest
rate was observed in Nunavut (9.10 per
100,000), followed by the Yukon (3.70),
Northwest Territories (2.72), Saskatchewan
(2.22), and Manitoba (2.00). Three other
provinces were also above the national rate:
Alberta (1.06), Nova Scotia (1.04), and New
Brunswick (0.98).

Table 4.4 and Chart 4.2 also displays the

annual average rates at which women and

girls were killed in Ontario (0.81), British

Columbia (0.78), Newfoundland and Labrador

(0.53), Quebec (0.52), and Prince Edward Island (0.23), all of which were lower than the average annual homicide rate. In previous
reports, which demonstrated similar geographic patterns, we discussed factors that contribute, in part, to these regional variations in
the distribution of women and girls killed by violence. These include rurality, including lack of access to services, and/or the higher
proportion of Indigenous women and girls living within each of these provinces/territories and their ongoing increased marginalization
and vulnerability to violence due to historical and contemporary colonization, discrimination, and impunity for their perpetrators.

Chart 4.2: Geographic distribution of average annual rates of killing of women and girls (per
100,000 women and girls) in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=850).
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Sex of the accused: Excluding 71 of the 786 cases in which no accused has yet been identified in public documents reviewed, during
the five years, there was a total of 715 cases involving 840 accused, of which 83 percent were male (N=695), and 17 percent were
female (N=139). Less than one percent was missing information on the sex of the accused (N=6). Focusing on the primary accused®,
where known (N=711 cases), 88 percent were male accused (N=626), and 12 percent were female accused (N=85).

In 85 cases where the primary accused was female, the relationship
had not yet been specified for one-third of the cases (N=28; 33%).
Where information was known (N=57; 67%), Chart 4.3 shows that 32
percent of victims were children of the female accused (N=18), 25
percent were other family members (N=14), 18 percent were
acquaintances (N=10), and 12 percent were friends of the female
accused (N=7). Another four percent of victims were strangers (N=2),
one percent was killed by a female police officer (N=1), and one
percent was killed by a female intimate partner (N=1). Seven percent
of victims had a relationship with the accused identified as ‘other’ as
shown in Chart 4.3. These victims were killed by female babysitters
(N=2), a female security guard (N=1), and a female co-resident at a
long-term care home (N=1).

When looking at the yearly proportion of primary accused identified,
trends in the sex of accused have remained consistent over the five

Chart 4.3: Percent distribution of primary victim-
accused relationship in cases of women and girls
killed by violence involving female accused, 2018-
2022 (N=57)*
4% 1%,1%
7%
H Child
M Other family 12%
Acquaintance
18%
M Friend
M Other
M Strangers
M Police shooting

M Intimate partner *The relationship was not specified for 28
cases.

years, ranging from 88 percent male accused and 12 percent female accused in 2018 and 2020 to 90 percent male accused and 10

female accused in 2021.

Below, we focus the remaining analyses on only those women and girls whose cases involve male accused because these cases most

closely align with the broader parameters of femicide, as discussed earlier in the report.

30 The primary accused designation is used when there were multiple accused, but one accused was identified as more dominant in the killing and/or shared the closest

relationship to the victim.
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Women and girls killed by violence involving male accused

This section begins by describing patterns for the total sample of women and girl victims killed from 2018 to 2022 involving a male
accused. Next, we examine the characteristics of intimate partner femicide, familial femicide, and non-intimate femicide for the same

five-year period.
Chart 4.4: Annual distribution of women and girls killed
From 2018 to 2022, as noted, there were 786 cases involving the by violence involving male accused in Canada, 2018-

killing of 850 women and girls. No accused was identified from 200 2022 (N=690)
the public documents reviewed in 71 of these cases (9%). When

138 143 141 150
focusing on the primary accused, 85 cases involved a female 118
accused who was the primary perpetrator, and the primary 100
accused could not be identified for another four cases. With
these exclusions, the analysis below focuses on the killings of 690 0

women and girls involving male accused. These 690 female 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
victims stemmed from 626 cases involving 695 male accused. @ Number of Women and Girls Killed

Annual distribution: As shown in Chart 4.4, like the patterns

discussed above, the highest number of women and girls killed by male accused occurred in 2022 (N=150), while the lowest number
of women and girls killed occurred in 2019 (N=118), pre COVID-19. Numbers for 2022 represent a 27 percent increase in these killings
compared to 2019, pre-COVID-19. During this period, then, on average, one woman or girl is killed by a male accused every 2.5 days.
Like general patterns described above, there have been gradual, yearly increases since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Temporal distributions: From 2018 to 2022, as shown in Table 4.5, the number of women and girls killed by violence ranged from a
high of 70 victims in March (10% of the total sample) to 43 victims in November (6% of the total sample). An average of 12 women or
girls were killed by a male accused each month during this five-year period

Table 4.6 shows that the largest group of female victims was killed on Sunday (17%; N=116), with almost one in five killings occurring
that day. About one-third of the women and girls were killed on weekends, including Saturdays and Sundays (32%; N=219). The lowest
proportion of victims was killed on Tuesday (12%; N=81).

Table 4.5: Monthly distribution of women and girls killed by

: - . . Table 4.6: Distribution of women and girls killed by violence
violence involving male accused in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=690)

involving male accused in Canada by day, 2018-2022 (N=680)*

Month Women & girls killed by male accused Day of week Women & girls killed by male accused
N % N %
January 60 9 Sunday 116 17
February 55 8 Monday 92 14
Man:::h 70 10 Tuesday 81 12
Apri 66 10 Wednesday 98 14
May 58 8 Thursday 87 13
Ju:‘le 44 6 Friday 103 15
July 65 9 Saturday 103 15
August 49 7
September 59 9 Total 680 100
October 61 9 *The exact homicide date was unknown for 10 victims.
November 43 6
December 60 9
Total 690 100
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Geographic distributions: Table 4.7 shows that Ontario saw the largest proportion of women and girls killed by violence involving a
male accused from 2018 to 2022 (39%), followed by Alberta and Quebec (each with 14%) and British Columbia (10%). After adjusting
for population size, as shown in the last column of Table 4.7, the three Territories — Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, and the Yukon
—had the highest rates of women and girls killed (9.10, 2.72, and 1.85, respectively). Consistent with findings on total female homicides
above, the rate at which women and girls were killed by a male accused in these jurisdictions was higher than the national rate of
female killings involving male accused (0.71).3! Manitoba and Saskatchewan were also well above the national average, with femicide
rates of 1.40 and 1.58, respectively. The lowest rates of femicide were in Quebec (0.44), New Brunswick (0.44) and Newfoundland and
Labrador (0.45).

Table 4.7: Geographic distribution for women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada, 2018-2022 (N=690)

Province/Territory | Number killed | % total victims | % female population | Average annual rate of killing
Ontario 271 39 39 0.71
Alberta 98 14 12 0.87
Quebec 96 14 22 0.44
British Columbia 70 10 14 0.52
Manitoba 49 7 4 1.40
Saskatchewan 47 7 3 1.58
Nova Scotia 24 4 3 0.92
New Brunswick 15 2 2 0.44
Nunavut 9 1 0.1 9.10
Newfoundland and Labrador 6 1 1 0.45
Yukon 2 0.3 0.1 1.85
Northwest Territories 3 0.4 0.1 2.72
Total 690 100 100 0.71

*There were no documented killings of women or girls by male accused in Prince Edward Island from 2018 to 2022.
Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2018-2022 by age and sex.

When looking at the yearly distribution of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in each province, adjusting for
yearly population size (see Table 4.8), the following provinces and territories consistently had a higher rate of killing (per 100,000)
than the yearly national average from 2018 to 2022: Alberta, Manitoba, Nunavut, Saskatchewan, and the Yukon. Nova Scotia had
higher rates than the national average in 2018 (1.02) and 2020 (3.00), but rates were lower than the national average in 2021 (0.20)
and 2022 (0.39). New Brunswick also had higher rates than the national average in 2018 (2.05), 2019 (0.76), and 2020 (0.76).
Newfoundland and Labrador’s rate was higher than the national average in 2019 (0.76) and 2021 (1.14). The Northwest Territories
had killings documented in 2020 only, but the rate of killing was above the national rate for 2020 (13.60).

31 Average national annual homicide rate by male accused based on the population of female residents in Canada in 2018-2022 (690 victims/19,528,177 females x
100,000 /5 years = 0.71).
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Table 4.8: Yearly geographic distribution and rate of killing per 100,000 for women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada,
2018-2022 (N=690)*

Proportion of female victims and rate of killing
Province 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
% Rate % Rate % Rate % Rate % Rate

Ontario 46 0.90 40 0.65 33 0.63 40 0.75 39 0.77
Alberta 15 0.98 19 1.06 12 0.77 19 0.81 13 0.84
Quebec 9 0.28 13 0.38 15 0.51 13 0.63 13 0.44
British Columbia 6 0.32 9 0.43 9 0.50 14 0.72 13 0.74
Manitoba 6 1.33 6 1.02 8 1.74 5 1.01 9 1.99
Saskatchewan 6 1.39 5 1.03 8 1.88 5 1.19 10 2.53
Nova Scotia 4 1.02 1 0.20 10 3.00 0.7 0.20 1 0.39
New Brunswick 6 2.05 3 0.76 2 0.76 0.7 0.25 - -
Nunavut 3 21.56 2 10.64 0.7 5.22 0.7 5.16 0.7 5.06
Newfoundland and Labrador - - 2 0.76 - - 2 1.14 0.7 0.38
Yukon - - 1 4.93 - - 0.7 4.70 - -
Northwest Territories - - - - 2 13.60 - - - -
National Total 100 0.74 100 0.62 100 0.75 100 0.73 100 0.77

*There were no documented killings of women or girls by male accused in Prince Edward Island from 2018 to 2022. Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table:
17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2018-2022 by age and sex.

Urban/rural distinctions: As shown in Chart 4.5, from 2018 to 2022, the largest group of women and girls killed by male accused
occurred in urban areas (areas with >50,000 population; 55%, N=380). However,

. . . Chart 4.5: Percent distribution of women and
almost half of the killings of women and girls by male accused occurred in non- . . . . -

girls killed involving male accused in Canada

urban areas of Canada (45%; N=309). More specifically, 31 percent of victims by population density, 2018-2022 (N=689)*
were killed in a rural region (<10,000 population; N=216) and 14 percent of
victims were killed in a small town/city (10,000-49,999 population; N=93). Urban
population estimates for Canada range from 75 percent living in large urban
centres®? to a high of 82 percent of the population who live in cities.?? About 18
percent of the population lives in non-urban areas of the country, which
suggests that non-urban victims continue to be overrepresented as femicide
victims (45%) compared to their representation in the Canadian population.3*3

When comparing annual distributions during the five years, the increased risk

for femicide in rural regions remains consistent (see Chart 4.6). In 2018, 40 ®Urban mRural = Small town/city
percent of femicides occurred in non-urban areas (33% in rural; 7% in small
towns/cities) and, in 2019, the distribution of non-urban femicides was 42
percent of total femicides (28% in rural; 14% in small towns/cities). In 2020, the
distribution increased to 54 percent of total femicides (38% in rural; 16% in small towns/cities), which may, in part, be due to the mass
killings in rural Nova Scotia on April 18-19, 2020, which resulted in the deaths of 13 women and nine men. In 2021, 46 percent of

*The population density for one case was missing.

32 See: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220209/dq220209b-eng.htm.

33 See: https://www.statista.com/statistics/271208/urbanization-in-canada/.

34 See: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?locations=CA.

35 See: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/as-sa/98-200-x/2021002/98-200-x2021002-eng.cfm.
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femicides occurred in non-urban areas (32% in rural; 14% in small towns/cities) and, finally, in 2022, 42 percent of femicides occurred
in non-urban areas (25% in rural; 17% in small towns/cities).

Chart 4.6: Yearly percent distribution of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada by population density, 2018-2022
(N=689)*

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
B Urban MRural mSmall town/city

*The population density for one victim’s case could not be determined.

Age of victims: From 2018 to 2022, women and girls killed ranged in age from less than one year to 97 years old, with an average age
of 42 years. Chart 4.7 shows that the largest proportion of women killed was aged 25 to 34 (21%), followed by those aged 35 to 44
(18%), 65 and older (15%), 55 to 64 (14%) and 45 to 54 (13%). When comparing these age group distributions to the age group
distributions in the general population (also shown in Chart 4.7), various groups of women and girls are overrepresented, underscoring
their greater vulnerability to femicide than women and girls in other age groups. For example, women aged 25 to 34 years were 21
percent of the victims killed, yet they represent only 14 percent of the general female population.

Chart 4.7: Age distribution of women and girls killed involving male accused in Canada, compared to general population, 2018-2022 (N=668)*

25
21 20
20 18 18
14 14 14 14 15
15 11
9
10 8
5
0
17 and 18to 24 25to 34 35to 44 45to 54 55 to 64 65 and older
younger
B Women/girls killed H General female population

*Age was unknown for 22 women and girls. Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2022 by age and sex.
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When comparing the age distributions by year (see Table 4.9), the largest proportions of victims were aged 25 to 34 in 2018 (27%),
2019 (19%) and 2022 (21%). Women aged 35 to 54 represented the largest group in 2021 (23%) and those aged 55 to 64 in 2020 (19%).
When examining victim age distributions compared to their representation in the population, in each of the five years, women aged
25 to 34 years comprised the largest or second largest group of femicide victims and they were overrepresented in all five years
compared to their representation in the general population. Women aged 35 to 44 were also overrepresented as victims from 2019
to 2022 when compared to their representation in the population.

Table 4.9: Yearly age distribution of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada, compared with general female
population, 2018-2022 (N=668).

Proportion of age group for female victims and general female population (%)
Age Category 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Victims Pop. Victims Pop. Victims Pop. Victims Pop. Victims Pop.

17 and younger 8 19 8 19 14 19 9 18 5 18
18to 24 13 9 8 9 9 9 11 9 14 8
25to 34 27 14 19 14 17 14 18 13 21 14
35to 44 13 13 17 13 17 13 23 13 18 14
45 to 54 11 14 17 13 12 13 10 13 15 12
55 to 64 12 14 13 14 19 14 14 14 12 14
65 and older 16 18 18 19 11 19 15 20 15 20
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Average age (years) 40 42 45 42 41 42 42 43 42 43

Note. Population data from Statistics Canada Table: 17-10-0005-01: Population estimates on July 1, 2018-2022 by age and sex. Age unknown for 22 women and girls.

Age of the accused: Focusing on the age of the male accused when known o
Chart 4.8: Age distribution of males accused

of killing women and girls by violence in
age of 38 years. As shown in Chart 4.8, like the victims, the largest proportions Canada, 2018-2022 (N=660)*

of accused were 25 to 34 years (26%) and 35 to 44 years (23%). The smallest
age groups were those aged 17 and younger (4%), again like the victims, and
women aged 65 years and older (6%), much lower than victims in the same
age group (15%).

(N=660; 95%), they ranged in age from 13 to 94 years old, with an average

Race/ethnicity of victims and their accused: As in previous vyears,
information is missing for the victims’ race/ethnicity in almost half of the
sample (47%; N=322), so few conclusions can be drawn, an issue flagged as a
data gap in previous reports and which we will return to below in Section VI.
Indigenous women and girls comprised 19 percent (N=134) of the total 690
victims, including First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. At a minimum, then, about

m 17 and younger W 18to 24 25to 34
m35to 44 W45 to 54 H 55 to 64
H 65 and older

one in five female victims killed were Indigenous, or four times their
*Age was unknown for 35 accused.

representation in the Canadian population (5%).

Among only those whose race/ethnicity was known (N=368), 36 percent of women and girls killed were Indigenous. In comparison, at
minimum, 35 percent of the women and girls killed were identified as White (N=130), while nearly 70 percent of the Canadian
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Chart 4.9: Distribution of primary victim-accused population is White.3® From 2018 to 2022, 104 additional racialized
relationship in cases of women and girls killed by minority women and girls were killed (28%) and, given 25 percent of the
violence involving male accused, 2018-2022 Canadian population belongs to another racialized minority group,
(N=460)* these victims are also overrepresented relative to their representation
in the population.3” More specifically, these femicides involved 27 Black
women and girls (7%), 23 South Asian women and girls (6%), 14 East
Asian women and girls (4%), 12 Southeast Asian women and girls (3%),
nine Middle Eastern women and girls (2%), five South and Latin
American women and girls (1%) and 14 women and girls (4%) who were
identified as belonging to a racialized minority group based on available
information. 3 Due to data quality and limited information, these
numbers must be considered minimum counts that may change if

B Current/former partners B Mothers
u Other family Child further information on race/ethnicity becomes available.
:grgﬁgfs/acquaintances | Strangers The sample of the male accused was also examined for racial/ethnic
identity, but information on the race/ethnicity of the accused was not
*Information on primary victim-accused relationship was unspecified reported for an even greater proportion (76% of the sample) than the
for 16 cases. victims. As such, there is not enough information to reliably report

race/ethnic group or to determine whether victims and accused were of the same racialized group. The lack of race-based data and
implications for these patterns will be discussed in Section VI.

Victim-accused relationship: From 2018 to 2022, results showed that the relationship between the primary victim and her male
accused was known in 73 percent of the 626 cases (N=460).3° Focusing on these cases, Chart 4.9 shows that well over half of the
women killed were in a current or former intimate partner relationship with their accused (57%; N=260). The next largest group of
women were killed by their sons (14%; N=64). Twenty-two women and girls were killed by other family members (5%), and seventeen
women and girls were the child of the male accused (4%). This means that 79% (N=363) of the women and girls — four of every five
victims — killed during this period involved a male accused whom they should have been able to trust.

The remaining accused were friends and acquaintances (8%; N=39) or strangers (7%; N=33). Twenty-five victims (5%) shared another
type of relationship with the primary accused. Of these, four victims shared an illegal business relationship with the accused, and
seven victims were killed by police officers.

An additional 64 women and girls were killed by a male accused alongside the primary victim. The victim-accused relationship was
unspecified for 10 of these victims. When known (N=54), strangers of the accused made up the largest proportion of additional victims
(31%; N=17)%, followed by daughters of the accused (24%; N=13), acquaintances (20%; N=11) and other family members (19%; N=10).

36 See: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/dq221026b-eng.htm.

37 See: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/dq221026b-eng.htm.

38 We acknowledge that these are broad Indigenous and racialized minority groups within which there are diverse populations with varying backgrounds, languages,
religions, and/or experiences.

3|t is expected that this number will increase as information continues to be made public. For example, when examining both male and female primary accused,
unspecified relationship comprises only 10 percent of the sample in 2018, but 40 percent of the sample in 2022. More information is now available for the 2018 cases.
However, we have also begun to witness an increasing tendency in reports from police to not specify the relationship. The impact of this will be minimal for cases that
proceed to court as victim-accused relationships are typically specified in court documents. However, for femicides followed by suicide of the perpetrators, these
relationships may never be disclosed.

40 Of the additional victims who were killed by strangers, nine were women who were killed in the Toronto Van Attack on April 23, 2018, and four were killed in the
2020 Nova Scotia Mass Killings.
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One additional victim was an estranged partner of the accused (2%; N=1). The remaining victims killed alongside the primary victim
were in illegal business relationships with the accused (4%; N=2).

Pregnancy: When information was reported on whether the victim was pregnant (N=171; 25% of victims), during this period, six
victims were pregnant (4%), and 39 victims were not pregnant (23%). Because we do not collect data from autopsy reports, where
this information would become known, this is likely an underestimation. In 2005, Statistics Canada began to collect data on whether
the homicide victim was pregnant given that research in other countries has consistently shown this to be a risk factor for female
homicide (Wallace et al., 2022; Cliffe et al., 2019). This information is not regularly released in annual homicide reports produced by
Statistics Canada, but in 2012, it was noted that, since 2005, 12 intimate partner victims were pregnant at the time of their death.
Another eight pregnant women were killed by someone other than their intimate partner.

Presence of children: When the presence of the victims’ children, or children she shared with her killer, was known (N=261; 38% of
victims), 28 children were killed alongside their mothers (11%), and 13 children were injured (non-fatal; 5%). The victims’ children
were witnesses in at least six percent of the killings (N=22).

Children left behind: Focusing on female victims aged 15 and older (N=637), where information was available (71%; N=450), 86
percent (N=389) had a least one child.*? Focusing on this group, 21 percent had one child (N=82), 29 percent had two children (N=111),
21 percent had three children (N=82), eight percent had four children (N=33), and seven percent had five or more children (N=26). An
additional 14 percent had at least one child, but the exact number of children was not specified (N=55). This means that, at minimum,
868 children lost their mothers to femicide in the past five years alone.

Chart 4.10: Yearly percent distribution of women and girls killed by violence involving male accused in Canada by method of killing, 2018-2022
(N=442)*

100%
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40%
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*The method of killing was unknown for 248 victims.

Method of killing: Information on the primary method of killing was known for 64 percent of the victims (N=442). For these victims,
the largest group was stabbed to death (34%; N=148), followed by victims who were shot (31%; N=137). The remaining victims were

41 See; https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2012001/article/11643/11643-2-eng.htm.
42 This percentage excludes girls killed who were 14 years and younger (N=53).
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beaten (17%; N=74), strangled (6%; N=27), or died from other methods (13%; N=56), which included poisoning, arson, drowning, being
pushed, being hit by a car, shaken baby syndrome, or other forms of child abuse.

When comparing method of killing by year (see Chart 4.10), stabbings (25%) and shootings (25%) were second to beatings (27%) in
2018, but for the remaining four years, stabbings and shootings were the top two methods of killing. Overall, the proportion of women
and girls killed by stabbings has increased yearly since 2018, with over half of women and girls killed in 2022 being a victim of a
stabbing. This more recent year has the highest proportion of missing information given investigations are ongoing so this distribution
may change as more information becomes available. For example, information on method of killing in 2018 is missing in only 15
percent of the cases compared to 51 percent missing in 2022.

Weapon type: Information on the type of weapon used was missing for 47 percent of the sample (N=321). When known (N=369), the
largest proportion of victims was killed with a knife or other blade/sharp object (N=133; 36%), followed by an unspecified type of gun
(N=91; 25%), and other blunt objects, such as a bat (N=22; 6%). Long guns were identified in the killings of 25 victims (7%), handguns
were identified in the killings of 19 victims (5%), and other types of guns were identified for two victims (0.5%). A weapon was not
used for 20 percent of victims (i.e., beating with hands; N=74) and three victims were killed with an unknown weapon (1%).

Location: As shown in Chart 4.11, most women and girls were killed in a private location (76%; N=523), including their home, the home
of the accused, or the home they shared with the accused. Fifteen percent were killed in public locations such as parks, residential
streets, businesses, or inside vehicles (N=102). For the remaining nine percent of women and girls killed (N=65), the homicide location
was either unknown (N=34) or could not be determined by officials, but the victim was later discovered in a location such as a field or
wooded area (N=21), a river or lake (N=4), a car (N=5), or a building (N=1).

Chart 4.11: Percent distribution of Sexual violence: There was evidence that 12 victims experienced sexual violence,

women and girls killed by violence such as sexual assault during the killing (2%), while there was no conclusive
involving male accused in Canada by

evidence of sexual violence for 134 victims (19%). Evidence of sexual violence was
location, 2018-2022 (N=690)

not reported for 545 victims (79%).

Mutilation and excessive violence: Information on mutilation and/or excessive
violence was known for 26 percent of victims (N=179). When known, of the 179
women and girls killed during the five years, three victims were mutilated, and
another three victims were dismembered. Physical mutilation was not reported as
present for 173 victims. Information on excessive violence (i.e., overkill, multiple
methods, or repeated use of one method) was known for 26 percent of the sample
(N=182). When known, excessive force was evident in the killings of 63 percent of
the victims (N=115), while 37 percent of killings had no reported evidence of
excessive violence (N=67). Of the 115 killings which involved excessive violence, 49
killings involved multiple methods of killing.

9%

M Private B Public " Exact location unknown

Concealment: Information on whether the femicide was concealed was known for 80 percent of the victims (N=544). When known,
88 femicides were concealed (16%), and no attempts were made to conceal the killing of 456 victims (84%). For example, the accused
may attempt to conceal the victim’s body to avoid physical detection, such as through postmortem arson, hiding the body, and
disposing of or dumping the victim in a location separate from the initial crime scene. Concealment also refers to other acts done to
hinder the discovery of the body or crime, such as fabricating alternative narratives about how the victim died or lying to investigators.

Premeditation: Evidence of premeditation was reported for 99 femicides (14% of victims). When reported, 80 percent of the victims’
killings were premeditated (N=80), while 20 percent had no evidence of premeditation (N=19). Premeditation can be evidenced by
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acts that indicate planning and deliberation, such as buying weapons before the killing, bringing weapons to the victim’s location,
hiring a killer, luring the victim to her death, following or lying in wait for the victim, chasing the victim, killing the victim while she is
sleeping, or writing a suicide note which details their intentions (for more detail on premeditation, see Dawson, 2006).

Others injured: Information on whether there were non-fatal, but injured, victims alongside the femicide victim was known for 311
women and girls (45% of victims). When known, 35 percent of the killings involved another individual who was injured (N=108), two
percent involved another individual whom the accused attempted to injure (N=6), and 63 percent did not involve an injury to another
person (N=197).

Suicide: As shown in Table 4.10, from 2018 to 2022, results showed that 15 percent (N=103) of male accused died by suicide following
the femicide. For two-thirds of this group, their victims were current or former intimate partners (66%; N=68). For the remaining
accused, their victims were family members (16%; N=16). More specifically, nine percent of the victims were other family members
of the accused (N=9), and another seven percent were daughters of the accused (N=7). The remaining accused who died by suicide
had a non-intimate relationship with their victims (8%; N=8), including acquaintances (3%; N=3), strangers (3%; N=3), an illegal business
relationship (1%; N=1), and a legal business relationship (victim was their landlord; 1%; N=1). The relationship between the accused
and their victims was unknown in 11 percent of these cases (N=11). Since 2020, the distribution of male accused who died by suicide
has remained consistent, with 14 percent committing suicide in 2020 and distributions of 15 percent in both 2021 and 2022. Table
4.10 also lists the percent distribution of accused who committed suicide for each femicide sub-type.

Table 4.10: Male accused who committed suicide after the killing of woman or girl, 2018-2022 (N=694)*

Type of Femicide Accused committed suicide Accused did not commit suicide
N % of subtype N % of subtype
All femicides 103 15 591 85
Intimate partner femicide 68 26 192 74
Familial femicide 16 15 89 85
Non-intimate femicide 8 7 107 93
Unknown sub-type 11 5 203 95

* Information was missing for one accused.

Case status: For those accused who did not die by suicide (N=591; see Table 4.11), second-degree murder was the most frequent
charge (49%; N=291), followed by first-degree murder (35%; N=204), and manslaughter (7%; N=40). Eight accused were either killed
by police or died before their trial (1%). Six accused were not prosecuted, or their charge was stayed (1%). The remaining seven percent
of the accused (N=42) were charged with criminally negligent homicide, attempted murder, aggravated assault, accessory after the
fact to murder, failure to provide necessities of life, and other offences. A separate report on criminal justice outcomes for these
accused is scheduled for late 2023.

Table 4.11: Percent distribution of charges for male accused who did not die by suicide, 2018-2022 (N=591)*

Charges
Femicide sub-type First-degree Second-degree Manslaughter Killed by police or died Other charges
murder murder before charges

All femicides 35% 49% 7% 1% 8%
Intimate partner 31% 57% 6% 3% 4%
femicide

Familial femicide 29% 62% 6% - 3%
Non-intimate femicide 45% 34% 7% 3% 12%

*Percentages may not equal 100% due to rounding.
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Examining the three main subtypes of femicide

Below, we turn to an examination of the three main subtypes of femicide. It is important to underscore when focusing on these
subtypes that the proportion of victim-accused relationships that are currently unspecified is higher for more recent years (e.g., 2022)
than earlier years (e.g., 2018). This is because more recent investigations are ongoing and have not proceeded through the criminal
justice system (i.e., court) where more detailed information becomes available. Therefore, some of these patterns may change over
time as new information becomes available.

Intimate partner femicide

Of the 690 women and girls who were killed by a male accused from 2018 to 2022, the type of t3ple 4.12: Annual distribution of
relationship they shared with the accused was known for 515 of the total 690 victims (75%), of women and girls killed by current or
which the killings of 261 victims (51%) involved 260 males accused who were a current or former intimate partners in Canada, 2018-

intimate partner.*? 2022 (N=261)

Month Women & girls killed
Annual distributions: As shown in Table 4.12, the largest number of intimate partner femicides N %
occurred in 2018 (N=65), followed by 2019 (N=53) and 2022 (N=52). The number of intimate | 2018 65 25
partner femicides was slightly lower in 2020 (N=42) and 2021 (N=49). This seems counter- ;g;?) 2; ig
intuitive given documented increased risks to women and children living with violence during 2021 49 19
COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns and restrictions. 44 However, we have also documented an | 2022 52 20
increase in the number of unspecified relationships reported in public documents over the five

Total 261 100

years. The lowest proportion of unspecified was in 2018 (N=12: 9% of total that year), increasing

43 |n one case, a male accused killed two ex-partners, one of whom was the mother of his child. It was reported that the two women were staying together for safety
reasons.
4 For example, see: The COVID-19 pandemic has made the impacts of gender-based violence worse.

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022 Page 48


https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://theconversation.com/the-covid-19-pandemic-has-made-the-impacts-of-gender-based-violence-worse-193197.
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca

gradually each year to the highest proportion of unspecified relationships in 2022 (N= 61; 41% of total that year). Therefore, as new
information becomes available for the most recent years, these distributions may change.

Intimate partner relationship: Relationship status, referring to whether the victim and accused were or had been legally married,
common-law partners, or dating (Dawson and Gartner, 1998), was known for 238 of the 261 victims (91%). Among this group, Chart

Chart 4.12: Distribution of relationship status in
intimate partner femicide cases in Canada, 2018-
2022 (N=238)*

1%

M Legally married ® Common-law spouse = Dating ® Other

4.12 shows that 43 percent involved victims who were current or
former legal spouses of the accused (N=102), 31 percent were
current or former common-law partners (N=74), and 25 percent
were current or estranged dating partners (N=59). In addition, three
victims were in an unspecified or possible intimate relationship with
the accused, noted as ‘other’ in Chart 4.12.

Relationship state refers to whether the victim and accused were
currently in a relationship or separated at the time of the killing
(Dawson and Gartner, 1998). Relationship state was unknown for 33
of the 261 victims (13%). However, where known (N=228), Chart
4.13 shows that 73% of women killed were in a current relationship
with  the accused (N=167), and 27 percent were
separated/estranged from the accused (N=61). Despite their lower
absolute numbers, women are at greater risk of intimate partner
femicide when they are separating, or separated from, their male

*The relationship status was unknown for 23 intimate partner femicides.

partner. For example, official data from the period of 2007 to 2011,
showed that women who were legally separated from their spouse had
a risk of intimate partner femicide that was six times higher than
women who were married to their spouse (Sinha, 2013). This risk is
generally compounded when there are children involved that lead to
custody and access disputes and/or if the woman begins a relationship
with a new partner (Jaffe et al., 2014).

Chart 4.14 illustrates the broad spectrum of relationships in the
intimate partner femicide category. From 2018 to 2022, the largest
proportion of victims was killed by a current legal spouse (33%; N=86),
followed by a current common-law spouse (22%; N=56), a current
dating partner (15%; N=40), an estranged dating partner (7%; N=19),
and an estranged common-law spouse (7%; N=18). The lowest
proportion of victims was killed by an estranged legal spouse (6%;

Chart 4.13: Distribution of relationship state in
intimate partner femicide cases in Canada, 2018-
2022 (N=228)*

M Current relationships M Estranged relationships

*The relationship state was unknown for 33 intimate partner femicides

N=16). Twenty-three victims shared an intimate relationship with the accused, but the exact relationship has not yet been disclosed
in public documents reviewed (9%). Three victims were in a possible intimate relationship with the accused (1%).

#CallltFemicide: Understanding sex/gender-related killings of women and girls in Canada, 2018-2022

Page 49


https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca
https://twitter.com/CAN_Femicide
mailto:cfoja@uoguelph.ca
https://femicideincanada.ca

Chart 4.14: Distribution of each relationship type in cases of intimate partner femicide in Canada, 2018-2022
(N=261)

Legalspouse N 33’
RN o S———
Datin: - I
Unspecified (NI o
Estranged dating | NN 79
Estranged common-law [N 7
Estranged legal spouse — 6%

Possible intimate partner [l 1%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Age of victims and their accused: The victims of intimate partner femicide from 2018 to 2022 ranged in age from 19 to 90 years old,
with an average age of 43 years. As shown in Chart 4.15, the largest proportions of victims were aged 35 to 44 years (25%; N=65), 25
to 34 years (25%; N=63), and 45 to 54 years (15%; N=40). The smallest proportions were 55 to 64 (13%; N=32), 18 to 24 (12%; N=30),
and 65 and older (10%; N=27).

The accused ranged in age from 18 to 94 years, with an average age of 45 years. The largest proportion of accused was aged 35 to 44
(29%; N=75), and the smallest group was aged 18 to 24 (7%; N=17). The greatest parity in age groups between victims and their
accused was for the age group 65 years and older, which comprised an equal proportion of victims and accused (10% each).

Chart 4.15: Age distribution of intimate partner femicide victims and accused, 2018-2022 (N=257)*

29%

30 25% 25%

21%
-~ 18%
20 15% 1
(]
15 12% 10%  10%
10 % -

25

18to 24 25to 34 35to 44 45to 54 55 to 64 65 and older

H Intimate partner femicide victims M Intimate partner femicide accused

*The age was unknown for four intimate partner femicide victims.
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Chart 4.16: Distribution of method in cases of
intimate partner femicide in Canada, 2018-
2022 (N=164)*

M Stabbing M Shooting

H Other

Beating

Strangulation

*The method of killing was not reported for 97 intimate
partner femicide victims.

Method of killing: The method of killing in circumstances of intimate partner
femicide was not publicly reported for 37 percent of victims (N=97). Where
information was known (N=164), consistent with patterns for all women and girls
killed by a male accused, as shown in Chart 4.16, stabbing was the most common
cause of death for intimate partner femicide victims (35%; N=58), followed by
shooting (27%; N=45), beating (21%; N= 34), and strangulation (9%; N=14). Eight
percent of intimate partner femicide victims were killed using other methods
(N=13), which included arson (N=2), being pushed (N=2), being hit by a car (N=4),
being struck with an axe (N=2), and other methods (N=3).

Location: The majority of intimate partner femicides occurred in a private location
(84%; N=220). Of those femicides, the majority occurred in the residence the
victim shared with the accused (48%; N=124), followed by her own home (18%;
N=47), an unspecified residence (9%; N=23), or the accused’s home (5%; N=13).
Another 22 intimate partner femicides occurred in public locations (8%), such as
parks, residential streets, restaurants, businesses, or inside vehicles. The exact

location of the killing was unknown for seven percent of women or girls killed (N=19) because the body was never recovered (N=6) or

the victim’s body was left in a location different from the crime scene and subsequently discovered in a field or wooded area (N=9), a

river or lake (N=2), or in a car (N=2).

Accused suicide and case status: Tables 4.10 and 4.11, discussed above, also provide distributions for accused suicide and case status
for intimate partner femicide. A higher proportion of the accused died by suicide following an intimate partner femicide (26%; N=68)

compared to the total sample of women and
girls killed by a male accused, where 15 percent
died by suicide (N=103). In intimate partner
femicides in which the accused did not die by
suicide, the largest proportions of accused were
charged with either second-degree murder
(57%; N=110) or first-degree murder (31%;
N=59). Eleven accused were charged with
manslaughter (6%), three accused were killed
by police (2%), one accused died before being
charged (1%), six accused were charged with
other offences (3%), and charges
unknown for two accused (1%). As noted above,
a later 2023 report will examine convictions and

were

sentences for this sample of accused in more
detail.

Familial femicide

This section focuses on those women and girls killed by male accused who were family members, not including intimate partners —

most often referred to as familial femicide. Familial femicides may involve victims who were daughters, mothers, grandmothers,
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sisters, and other relatives of the accused. There were 103 cases involving 126 victims and 105 males accused from 2018 to 2022 that
can be categorized as familial femicide.

Annual distributions: The highest number of familial femicides occurred in 2020 (N=30) and 2019 (N=29). There were 26 victims of
familial femicide in 2021. The fewest familial femicides occurred in 2018 (N=17) and 2022 (N=24). An average of 25 familial femicides
occurred every year during the five-year period.

Age of victims and male accused: The victims ranged in age from less than one year to 95 years old, with an average age of 44 years.
Familial femicides were more likely to involve girls aged 17 years and younger (27%; N=34), women aged 55 to 64 years (26%; N=32),
and women aged 65 years and older (22%; N=27). The accused ranged in age from 13 to 66 years old, with an average age of 33 years.
This age demographic is aligned with the total sample of male accused, who had an average age of 38 years. Still, the demographic is
younger on average compared to the accused who committed intimate partner femicide, whose ages averaged 45 years.

Victim-accused relationship: Familial femicides comprise a wide range of relationship types. Of the 126 victims, 51 percent were
mothers of the accused (N=64), 22 percent were daughters of the accused (N=27, including six stepdaughters), and 15 percent were
other kin of the accused (N=19). Ten victims were sisters of the accused (8%), and two were other common-law kin (1%). The exact
familial relationship was not specified for four victims (3%).

When the victim’s age was known (N=125), clear patterns emerged across victim-accused relationships based on age among the
familial femicide victims. For example, victims aged 17 years and younger (N=34) were most often killed by their fathers (56%; N=19)
and stepfathers (18%; N=6). Victims aged 18 to 24 years (N=6) were most often killed by their brothers (N=3; 50%) or fathers (33%;
N=2). The victims aged 25 to 34 (N=2) were killed by other kin. Women aged 35 to 64 (N=56) were most often killed by their sons
(88%), followed by brothers (9%; N=5). Women aged 65 years and older (N=27) were most often killed by their sons (63%; N=17),
followed by other kin (37%; N=10), such as grandsons.

Method of killing: When the method of killing
was known (N=85), similar to findings from the
total sample involving male accused, stabbing
was the most common method of killing used
(42%; N=36). Beating was the second most
common method of killing used (19%; N=16),
which contrasts with the findings in the total
sample of killings involving male accused in
which shooting was the second most common
method. For familial femicide, shootings
accounted for the third largest proportion of
victims (15%; N=13). In addition, seven victims
died from arson (8%), five victims died from
being struck with an axe (6%), and four victims
died from strangulation (5%). The remaining
four victims died from drowning, poisoning, being pushed, or child abuse (5%).

Location: Most of the familial femicides occurred in private locations (89%; N=112); however, nine victims were killed in public (7%),
and the location was unknown for five victims (4%). Of those killed in public, four victims were killed in an outdoor public location,
such as a park (3%), three victims were killed in a car in public (2%), one victim was killed in a restaurant (1%), and one victim was
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killed in public elevators (1%). Among the familial femicide victims who were killed in private spaces, the majority died in a home they
shared with the accused (44%; N=56), in their own home (32%; N=40), the accused’s home (1%; N=1), in a rooming house (1%; N=1)
or in an unspecified residence (11%; N=14).

Accused suicide and case status: Sixteen of the accused died by suicide following the killing (15%; see Table 4.10). For the remaining
89 accused (see Table 4.11), 62 percent were charged with second-degree murder (N=55), 29 percent were charged with first-degree
murder (N=26), and six percent were charged with manslaughter (N=5). The remaining three percent of the accused were charged
with criminally negligent homicide (N=2) and accessory after the fact to murder (N=1).

Non-intimate femicide

This section focuses on victims of non-intimate femicide in which the woman or girl did not share an intimate or familial relationship
with the male accused, capturing primarily acquaintance and stranger femicide. There were 97 non-intimate f